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there more unacceptable than in classrooms. We have heard
many expressions of this nature.”

W (1826) N(1190)

“It seems that buses would have to transport white, Negro
and Indian children in the same bus. With buses crowded,
this would invite trouble from children and adults. It would
be almost impossible to secure bus drivers if 2 or 3 races were
allowed to ride same bus. Race prejudices would be manifest
in violence.”

W(1937) N(928)
“Whites would stay home rather than ride with Negroes.”

W(1270) N(1090)
“My answer here is based on comments I have heard from
parents and pupils.”

‘W (8661) N(3624)

“In many instances Negro children would not be permitted
to ride; if so, white children would not. Doubt if drivers could
be secured.”

W (675) N(764)

“Adequate supervision could not be provided. I could not
take responsibility for what would happen. The situation is
too explosive.”

W (999) N(1062)

“It would necessitate the riding of Negro tenant children and
white landlord children on the same bus and our people are
not ready for this radical change without causing serious
complications.”

W (3250) N(1288)
“All is well at present. All busses are loaded to capacity. Why
cause confusion by changing from the best to the worst?”

W(3388) N(329)
“Since we have only one Negro school in ............ County, and
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that is located at ....._.... in the exact center of the county,
and to this school we haul all Negro children out of every
school district in the county, with the exception of two, there
would be a few colored children on all of the 44 busses in this
county with the exception of seven. It just won’t work.”

W(1831) N(235)

“Separate buses are presently crowded, and require more
coverage of area than could be successfully done with an
integrated program.”

W (1787) N(1575) i

“A superintendent in New York State once told me that many
fights occurred between Negro and white pupils there while
riding the school buses. There will be many more here for
a long time.”

W(1778) N(619)

“School busses are of necessity under limited supervision be-
cause teachers seldom ride the busses. We could not success-
fully transport both races together.”

W(1130) N(811)
“This is where our most serious complications would begin.”

W (1408) N(2212) 1(230)
“The white people will come nearer letting the children sit
together in school than they will ride on the same busses.”

W (696) N(157)
“Many families will not, under any circumstances, put white
children on a bus where the races are mixed.”

W (9983) N(4822)

“The friction, flare of tempers, and family feuds are bad
enough on the crowded busses. If the racial problem were
added, racial hatred would develop faster than for any other
one phase of the amalgamation process decreed by the court.
This county has Negroes on every bus line.”
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W (4910) N(2638)
“] fear serious trouble would result. Strikes, fights, and other
mass resistance, I fear would occur.”

W(1000) N(675)
“More trouble will occur on busses than anywhere as less
adequate supervision is available.”

W (6468) N(4337)

“It would mean the end of free transportation to school.
White families would boycott school busses. In my opinion,
the Legislature would abolish free school bus service making
it necessary for each family to provide transportation. The
poor of neither race would get to school.”

W(1571) N(2236)
“White parents would seriously object to mixing pupils on
school busses.”

W(4781) N(715) A

“City busses transport white children. Public school bus
transports Negro children. Present city busses would not
adequately serve Negro children.”

W(638) N(721)
“White and colored children just aren’t going to ride to-
gether—that is, not without serious trouble.”

W(1821) N(428)
“Would complicate the routing, timing, and general trans-
portation problems.”

W(6314) N(3521) 1(250)

“I am sure that mixing of the races in our unit would com-
plicate school bus operations to the extent that it would be
impossible.”

W(3137) N(2210)
“I believe the white children would refuse to ride, and I
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believe it would take force to make some of them agree to
ride

W(7175) N(6916)
There would certainly be trouble between the races at this
time

W(9335) N(1587)

We could serve all the children but I think complications
would develop in trying to transport both races on the same
bus

W(2342) N(2685)

It is my opinion that student drivers can no longer be
used if it becomes necessary to eliminate our dual transporta
tion system

W (15 551) N(410)
With present buses loaded unable to increase bus loads

W{(8331) N(4023)
Would make an almost unbearable situation

W (4083) N(2344)
One of the most serious problems connected with integra
tion

W (5542) N(3469)

Considerable re routing would likely be necessary White
and colored children would likely not get along well on same
bus

G

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an
swer Yes to question number 11 of the questionnaire which
reads as follows



100

“In the event of immediate integration of your schools,
would you find it practicable to use Negro teachers in
mixed classes?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W (1051) N(441)
“The Negro personnel here is above the average in training.”

W(2905) N(798)
“I believe it would be practicable to use Negro teachers if
Negro children are in the majority.”

W (6487) N(2276)

“We have some very fine Negro staff members. If I had chil-
dren I would feel they were very fortunate to be taught by
these superior teachers, but I doubt that many of our parents
are ready to accept them as yet.”

H

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer “No” to question number 11 of the questionnaire which
reads as follows:

“In the event of immediate integration of your schools,
would you find it practicable to use Negro teachers in
mixed classes?”

The W, N, or 1 followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W (4427) N(26)

“Even those parents who might accept integration as being
inevitable would absolutely defy any attempts to used colored
teachers in mixed classes.”
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W (1490) N(1784)
“Not practical from a standpoint of administration.”

W (2301) N(1702)
“This simply cannot be done in our part of the state.”

W(6724) N(1827)

“The protests would be more violent with regard to placing
white children under a Negro teacher than they would be
with regard to mixing white and colored children.”

W(3281) N(811)
“Our people will not agree to this. It will take a long time
before this could happen here.”

W(2256) N(1506)
“The public will not permit it.”

W(2432) N(1661)
“The average Negro teacher would be an inferior teacher
when placed in a mixed situation.”

W (5120) N(1683)

“White parents would not like for their children to be dis-
ciplined by Negro teachers. White children would resent
Negro teachers. White children under Negro teachers would
become objects of ridicule by pupils fortunate enough to have
white teachers.”

W(3295) N(1900)

“Under the existing machinery set up for electing teachers
it is doubtful if any of our committees will elect Negro teach-
ers for mixed classes.”

W(1132) N(118)
“Our people would not accept Negro teachers at this time or
in the foreseeable future.”

W(1392) N(604)
“There is a general public feeling that Negro teachers are
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not properly trained for the work

W (6253) N(50)
People here will not accept the Colored teacher

W (8578) N(3442)
No wunless the classes are predominantly Negro

W (1795) N(194)

Immediate integration or otherwise—there will probably
be many factors available other than race or color for failure
to recommend a Negro teacher for a white or mixed school

W (3256) N(1455)
The white parents would not allow colored teachers to
teach their children

W(13032) N(3557)
Right now I am positive that such would not work in this
county and that there would be no way of enforcing it

W(2398) N(875)
It would depend on the school I think Negro teachers would
be used only in the schools that are now Negro schools

W(1878)
Our Board would not employ Negroes to teach mixed
classes

W(17 926) N(7984)
White parents are not ready to accept Negro teachers

W (4548) N(916)
Our white parents will not accept Negro teachers for their
children

W(1006) N(1127) 1(1100)
I think the use of Negro teachers as instructional or ad
ministrative personnel would out of absolute necessity be
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even farther in the future than total integration. The former
is at this time impossible and the latter totally impossible.”

W(2774) N(3036)

“We answer ‘no’ to the practicability, because observations
made on numerous occasions have been to the effect that
Negro teachers would not be acceptable with white parents
and pupils—also, that Negro teachers would not be elected
in the first place.”

W(1826) N(1190)

“The scarcity of white teachers may force this to be done, and
it is possible that it may work in classes made up of the
primary age.”

W(1937) N(928)
“Whites would not stand for it.”

W (2297) N(397)
“Our people simply would not accept Negro instructors at
the present time.”

W (3885) N(74)
“In my opinion any white students would not attend mixed
classes taught by Negro teachers.”

W (8900) N(272)
“We have only 9 Negro teachers in our unit and I doubt if
they would be accepted.”

W (3494) N(4163)
“No, but you would have to do it due to shortage of white
teachers.”

W(6211) N(1837)
“I do not believe that a Negro teacher would be employed
to teach white children under present law.”
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W(1755) N(1030)
“Both parents and teachers have expressed themselves to
this effect.”

W(2460) N(2597)
“I just believe the white children would make teaching so
unpleasant that the teacher would leave the room.”

W(3919) N(2223)
“Except where Negro students would be in great preponder-
ance.”

W (9127) N(257)

“I never expect this to take place in this county for years
and years to come. We would not have any class in which
a majority would be colored. The majority will control right
or wrong.”

W (9783) N(2305)
“Comments from parents have indicated objections to the
practice.”

W (4224) N(66)
“Our people absolutely will not accept Negro teachers.”

W (696) N(157)

“I would not, under any circumstances, recommend a Negro
teacher to teach white children in this town in the foresee-
able future.”

W (9983) N(4822)

“(a) Too many Negro teachers have been indoctrinated in
ideas repulsive and antagonistic to the white race. I would
not want to be responsible for what would happen if white
pupils carried home some of the statements of Negro teachers.
(b) Many Negro teachers have obtained high certificates
without corresponding ability and knowledge. The ease with
which higher degrees have often been obtained is a National
disgrace.
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(c) Negro teachers have been accustomed to teaching pupils
of much lower mental ability and achievement It would be
a great tragedy for the white race to have to fall to their
level of experience It is so much easier to fall than to climb

W(1139) N(750)
I would not dare employ a Negro teacher to teach white
children in this community

W(3901) N(777)

‘White children would not attend school taught by Negro
teachers now with small and gradual integration this might
be possible—But not now

W(3228) N(2515)
White parents and some teachers would not accept it

W(7416) N (148)
Negro teachers would under all circumstances be unaccept
able to white children

W (4068) N(27)

We have a surplus of white teachers in our county and only
one Negro teacher certified to teach This teacher holdsa B
ceitificate

W(2795) N(1111)
I believe that there would be difficulty in administering dis
cipline and conducting instruction in most instances

W(1778) N(619)

It would not be practical to place Negro teachers in mixed
classes Parents of white children would not send their chil
dren to school Older children would rebel

W(1130) N(811)
Whites will refuse to send their children to Negro teachers

W (4165) N(3107)
There is no logical reason to believe that the situation here
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would be different from that which has existed throughout
the years in the non-segregated areas of this nation. The
majority race which has controlled and will continue to con-
trol employment policies will not permit it.”

W(1550) N(107)

“We have several sections of each grade in our school and
a Negro teacher in only one or two sections would seriously
hamper grade distribution.”

W (1270) N(1090)
“We have white parents who will not let their children be
taught by Negro teachers.”

W(8661) N(91)
“Bad enough to have mixed classes.”

W (675) N(764)

“White parents do not want them. I have hesitated about
permitting Negro supervisors to visit in white schools be-
cause there is some feeling against Negroes going into white
schools except as janitors or repairmen.”

W(999) N(1062)

“The majority of white patrons would demand white teachers
for their children. I believe that most Negro children prefer
Negro teachers.”

W (3250) N(1288)

“No principal would be able to operate a school under these
circumstances because he could not be mentally happy.
Whose children would be placed in this classroom? None of
our white people will agree to this. Our principals would
resign to work in other fields at less salary. Our white chil-
dren would stay at home.”

W(3388) N(329)
“There is no place for a Negro teacherin ....._..... County white
schools. There would not be enough Negro children in any
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one grade in any one school to give a majority of Negro
children in the classroom that would justify the employment '
of a Negro teacher. Our Negro agriculture and home eco-
nomics teachers would not have a job because the three
white high schools, ............ s eeeeemmeeaen and ........... all have vo-
cational agriculture and home economics teachers. There
would be only a few colored children in each of the six de-
partments. There would actually be a saving in school per-
sonnel through integration of seven teachers.”

W(1831) N(235)

“I do not think Negro teachers would be competent to teach
white children. Their basic understanding and concepts are
different and their standards are different.”

W(1787) N(1575)
“Most white parents and children will object to Negro teach-
ers teaching white children.”

W(2272) N(2638)
“We have many well qualified Negro teachers, but using them
under these conditions would just make matters worse.”

W (1000) N(675)
“They would not be able to maintain discipline. White parents
and white children will not accept them as teachers.”

W(10,805) N (6468)

“Our schools would follow the pattern of the North. The only
difference being we would have even fewer Negro teachers,
if any.”

W(1571) N(2236)
“White parents would not permit Negro teachers to teach
their children.”

W(638) N(721)
“We aren’t employing any Negro teachers until the last white
is used up.”
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W(1821) N (428)
“Integration would have to be slow.”

W(2571) N(1559)
“Except where a large majority of the classes were Negroes.”

W(2409) N(562)

“Our white patrons might finally submit to mixed classes, but
they will never send their children to school to be taught
by Negro teachers.”

W(6631) N(313)
“White committeemen would resign before they would elect
them. We would have very few colored children in any class.”

W(11,458) N (4441)

“TI do not believe Negro teachers will be accepted as yet. This
conclusion is based upon what has happened in the North
and West.”

W (3330) N(2681)
“We do not believe that white children will accept Negro
teachers yet. The problem of discipline will be bad.”

W (1926) N(533)
“White patrons would not send children to school.”

W(2125) N(15) I(113)
“Only one colored teacher in the county.”

W{(6314) N(3521) 1(250)
“I do not believe that white parents will allow Negro teachers
to teach their children.”

W (3137) N(2210)
“The few parents who might agree to integration would op-
pose Negro teachers teaching their children.”
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W (7175) N(6915)
“When public opinion accepts integration of pupils it will
probably accept some good Negro teachers in mixed classes.”

W(9335) N(1587)
“T don’t believe white parents would agree to have their chil-
dren taught by Negro teachers.”

W(8331) N(4023)
“This is one choice the public would demand.”

W (5542) N(3469)
“Answer based upon comments made by parents.”

I

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer “No” to question number 12 of the questionnaire which
reads as follows:

“In the event of immediate integration of your public
schools, would you have any serious difficulties in secur-
ing a sufficient number of properly trained white school
teachers to teach in mixed schools?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enroliment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W (3669)
“No; that is, any more than we are already having.”

W(14,452) N(2475)
“This is my present opinion. I could be wrong.”

W (1051) N(441)

“Most teachers work for a living and because of the satisfac-
tion from a job well done, we think they would continue to
teach.”
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W(6211) N(1837)

“We could get teachers. Camp ............ Marine wives would be
available.”

W(2774) N(3036)

“Applications from older teachers and former teachers now
married in community this past year were much more numer-
ous than open positions. This source would be explored in
event of the above.”

W(2905) N(798)

“It would be little if any more difficult than now. Unfortun-
ately too many of our teachers teach of necessity for this
reason mixed classes will not matter. For those who teach
from choice because they like children and have chosen
teaching as an avenue for civic service the color of the child
will make no difference.”

W (4068) N(27)

“Only one school would have Negro children in it. Teachers
that objected to teaching them could be used in the other
schools.”

W(7416) N(148)

“The answer is no because in this unit the number of Negro
teachers is not appreciable. It is qualified in that we have
difficulty in finding white teachers any way.”

W(1550) N(107)
“We have at present only four Negro teachers out of fifty-
four.”

W(999) N(1062)

“At present we have difficulty in securing enough properly
trained white teachers to teach in our all white schools, but
a Negro high school principal told me that integration of the
races would be another Pearl Harbor. He says that many
white teachers would return to the schools rather than see
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Negro teachers teach their children. I believe he is right. If
50, we could find a supply of white teachers.”

W(3388) N(329)

“I have a few white teachers who have expressed to me their
willingness to teach a mixed group if absolutely necessary but
I have many teachers who now say that they will leave the
profession if they have to teach Negro children.”

W(1270) N(1090)

“We get an unusual number of applications for teaching in
............ at present. I can’t say what the situation would be if
the schools were mixed.”

J

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer “Yes” to question number 12 of the questionnaire, which
reads as follows:

“In the event of immediate integration of your public
schools, would you have any serious difficulties in secur-
ing a sufficient number of properly trained white school
teachers to teach in mixed schools?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W (2256) N(1506)

“Negro teachers for white children will not find acceptance
in areas with considerable Negro population. The legislatures
will be likely to reduce requirements so that more white
teachers will become available. Also, as the need becomes
acute, salaries will rise, thus bringing many newcomers into
the profession. So white teachers will shortly be available ”

W (1523) N(1455)
“A number of qualified white persons have indicated they
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would come back into the profession, yet we do not have
enough of such to replace all Negro teachers.”

W(3534) N(646)
“Our local white teachers, of long experience and influence,
have expressed a feeling to resign if this should happen.”

W(9619) N(7122)

“We could probably secure teachers because the city pays a
good supplement. We cannot now secure enough good white
teachers to fill our vacancies.”

W(2262) N(1835)
“Some of the white teachers have told me they will quit
teaching if forced to teach Negroes.”

W(2796) N(782)
“Many of the white teachers now teaching would stop if they
had to teach colored children.”

W(3281) N(811)

“My opinion is that many of our white teachers would resign.
Since we already have a shortage, this could create a very
bad situation.”

W(6724) N(1827)
“It is all that we can do to secure qualified white teachers
for white children now.”

W (1490) N(1784)
“We have serious difficulties as it is.”

W (545) N(652)
“White teachers not available.”

W (4427) N(26)

“Already a problem, it would be intensified by integration.
I have heard teachers remark that if and when integration
came they would leave the teaching profession.”
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W(1795) N(194)

“I have white vacancies now, in white schools and no quali-
fied white teachers available. The above would overload
further.”

W (3256) N(1455)

“A large percentage would drop out. A large number is mar-
ried and do not have to teach for a living—they would drop
out of the profession.”

W(13,032) N(3557)
“We have great difficulty in securing enough white teachers
for the white schools. There is a surplus of Negro teachers
in this area. We employ the best of the latter. Most of them
are not strong teachers.”

W(2398) N(875)

“I do not think any white teacher would go to Negro schools
(at present Negro). I think they would, most of them, teach
in the present schools even with integrated classes.”

W(1132) N(118)

“A serious shortage of white teachers already exists and some
now teaching will leave the profession rather than teach
in mixed schools.”

W (3295) N(1900)

“The present supply of adequately trained white teachers is
insufficient to teach the white children in the presently segre-
gated schools. The additional white teachers that would be
needed for mixed classes are not currently available.”

W(7118) N(5259)

“If these were formerly all white schools and the proportion
of Negro pupils relatively low, perhaps not. If they were
formerly Negro schools, I do not believe white teachers would
teach in them at all”

W (5120) N(1683)
“Many white teachers would réfuse to teach Negro children.
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This condition added to the present shortage of white teach-
ers would create a very serious situation.”

W(1006) N(1127) 1(1100)

“If immediate integration 1s effected in our public schools,
the loss of white teachers and the refusal of the people to
allow Negro teachers to serve as mstructional personnel would
close the schools entirely ”

W (4548) N(916)
“We have 30 Negro and 156 white teachers. Our difficulty at
present 1s securing white teachers from the limited supply ”

W (2603) N(7753)

“There 1s at present a severe shortage of properly trained
white teachers. I believe that many of those now teaching
would discontinue teaching and that many who may be pre-
paring to teach would not enter the profession.”

W(17,926) N(7,984)
“Cannot keep wvacancies filled now Anything that makes
teaching less desirable will be disastrous.”

W(1878)
“Perhaps 20% of our teachers have indicated they would
resign from the profession.”

W (3885) N(74)

“At the present time 1t 1s difficult to secure a sufficient num-
ber of trained white teachers for the white schools and it
would be even more difficult to secure white teachers for
mixed schools.”

W (1937) N(928)
“Can’t find suffictent number of properly trained white teach-
ers as it 1s now ”

W(3494) N(4163)
“I do not think that 1t would be possible to find a sufficient
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number of white teachers. I am sure that the husbands of
many of the married teachers would make them stop if
colored children were placed under them. I have heard many
white teachers state that they would not attempt to teach a
class of mixed races.”

W(1755) N(1030)
“Some teachers have expressed themselves to the effect that
they would leave the profession.”

W (2460) N(2597)

“We can not get enough for the white schools now so I can
not see where the extra teachers are coming from to teach
an integrated room.”

W (9127) N(257)

“Some teachers would accept it, but for many years to come
many of the teachers would not. We have many teachers who
do not have to teach. They are married and do not have to
teach for the money. They are doing it for love of the work
and profession. They would stop immediately. Right now we
are short five teachers and many are just filling in. We would
have a real problem.”

W (1987) N(1303)
“We believe that 20% of our white teachers would leave.”

W(2297) N(397)
“It is now difficult to secure properly trained teachers for
strictly white schools.”

W(9783) N(2305)
“We do not have sufficient number of properly trained white
teachers to teach in the white schools now.”

W (3228) N(2515)
“Some white teachers would drop out of teaching in public
schools and go to private schools; it would doubtless be in-
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creasingly more difficult to persuade young people to pre-
pare to teach.”

W(1139) N(750)
“I find it difficult to find teachers (white) now. Many of them
will seek other employment if integration comes.”

W(9983) N(4822)
“(a) The salary schedule does not attract teachers.

(b) They have too many other attractive fields to choose.

(c¢) It is the popular fad—inspired by communistic and
anti-public education and religious groups—to harass
and annoy teachers.

(d) Teacher certification prevents the use of many college
graduates who did not take the required ‘education’
courses.

(e) The out-of-State teacher who would enter our State has
difficulty qualifying in North Carolina.”

W (1408) N(2212)

“We have trouble getting properly trained white teachers to
teach in all white schools at the present. It would be an im-
possibility to staff the whole system with white teachers who
were properly trained. It might be possible to staff the schools
with white people, who are not teachers. I do not know.”

W(2577) N(148)

“I am crossing my bridges only as I come to them. I have
not discussed this with any of my teachers, because I believe
the least said the better. My guess is that no teacher wants
to have a mixed group.”

W (696) N(157)

“This is purely my personal opinion. This small school sys-
tem has been more fortunate in relation to teachers than
many systems, particularly rural areas. However, I have now
some very competent teachers who would likely quit teach-
ing rather than teach mixed classes.”
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troubles would be multiplied The source of white teachers
which is very inadequate would decrease

W(9335) N(1587)

1 They arent available

2 Some of them probably would refuse to teach mixed
classes

W(2342) N(2685)

Unquestionably integration of the schools would aggravate
further the task of securing satisfactory teaching personnel
for our schools Some white teachers would leave the profes
sion affecting further the shortage of white teachers

W(8669) N(644) :
There is at present a shortage of trained white teachers
Some of our white teachers would not teach mixed groups

W (5284) N (Al colored children in the county are trans-
ported to a consolidated school in the
School Unit )
Inasmuch as there is a shortage of qualified white teachers
now and with the prospect of withdrawals due to integration
I think the shortage would become more acute

W(6631) N(313)

We have difficulty now and while some of our white teachers
would be willing to teach in mixed schools some would not
It would make our present shortage more acute

W (11 458) N(4441)
We are having difficulty already Integration would certain
ly accentuate the problem

W (3330) N(2681)

I feel that our present teachers the greater part at least
would accept mixed classes To find additional teachers will
be very difficult
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W(6314) N(3521) 1(2560)

I believe that it would be difficult for us to secure sufficient
number of properly trained white teachers to teach in mixed
schools We have very few extra white teachers in our area
from which to draw in cases-of emergencies at present Teach
ers will have to become more plentiful if greater demands
are met

W(1926) N(533)

Many of present white teachers would leave the profession
and it is difficult to find properly trained white teachers for
white students at the present

W(3137) N(2210)

We are having trouble as it is but I am sure if we had im
mediate integration we would not be able to secure a suffi
cient number of properly trained white teachers to teach in
mixed schools

W(8331) N(4023)
We would lose those teachers now teaching to help out—
also those who feel extremely bitter about the decision

K

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an
swer No to question number 13 of the questionnaire which
reads as follows

In the event of immediate integration would you have
any reason to believe that the mixing of the races in the
public schools of your unit would create serious prob
lems of discipline in these schools?

The W N or 1 followed by numerals indicate the white
Negro or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire

W(2125) N(15) I(113)
I say no because we have so few colored students It could
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be that we would have trouble with the white students, be-
cause they would resent them.”

W(11,458) N(4441)
“Young people are less prejudiced than aduits. Any problems
are more likely to emanate from parents than from pupils.”

W(3669)

“Answer is based on what our pupils say. However, in prac-
tice, the situation could be quite different. What the reaction
would be actually when three colored high school pupils are
thrown in with 340 white is difficult to foresee. The colored
pupils may not be beaten up but they would probably feel
out of place to the extent that they would drop out of school.”

W(1826) N(1190)
“No, unless outside agitation caused it.”

W (1550) N(107)
“T believe our students would accept the situation once they
realize it is inevitable.”

L

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer “Yes” to question number 13 of the questionnaire,
which reads as follows:

“In the event of immediate integration, would you have
any reason to believe that the mixing of the races in the
public schools of your unit would create serious prob-
lems of discipline in these schools?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W(2432) N(1661)
“Evidenced by inter-racial conflicts this year that have never
occurred before.”
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W(3375) N(2733)

“Many of these problems can possibly be worked out on a
time basis, but to be forced to go immediately into them
would, in all probability, bring about difficulty of adjustment.”

W(1051) N(441)
“In high schools the reaction is more noticed than in ele-
mentary schools.”

W(22586) N(1506)

“(1) Fist fights daily, on class, in corridor, on campus. (2) All
elections on racial lines—no Negroes will be able to win. (3)
Moral tone between the two races is at a distinct variance.
Morals are not a real necessity to perhaps a majority of color-
ed race. White people do not share this point of view.”

W(2262) N(1835)
“This is my honest opinion after listening to adults. Many
of them are leaders in the Church and Community.”

W(2796) N(782)

“If older students are integrated, there will naturally result
serious disciplinary problems. Should the integration begin
in the primary grades, there would not likely develop many
serious disciplinary problems within the school itself.”

W(3281) N(811)
“This would be true on the high school level. In the primary
grades, no.”

W (4427) N(26)
“It appears to me that such problems are the inevitable con-
sequence of integration in any system.”

W (6724) N(1827)

“You cannot force social relationships upon people. Normal
social activities now carried on by schools, such as class
dances and parties, would be impossible. Colored children
would have a tendency to resent and reject control by white
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teachers and white children would not accept correction from
colored teachers. An accusation of unfairness would be made
in most instances when it became necessary for colored chil-
dren to be disciplined. If Negroes are permitted to force their
way into the white schools, they will have a tendency to at-
tempt to use the same tactics in freeing themselves of the
normal controls which are necessary in schools. Such a situa-
tion is reported to exist in California and other areas where
children are now mixed.”

W(1795) N(194)

“Different standards of conduct?

Different standards of moral responsibility?

(If a Negro child is corrected or punished (disciplined) you
are, at once on the defensive?”)

W (3256) N(1455)
“The trouble would start with the parents and carry over to
the students into the school.”

W(13,032) N(3557)

“In sections of this county, we have difficulty between the
races if the children use the same bus stops even though they
they get on separate busses. Our best solution under present
conditions is to have these students to congregate at separ-
ate places, and to keep them separate.”

W(2398) N(875)
“Judging by what is happening elsewhere.”

W (6253) N(50)
“Among the children themselves.”

W (3295) N(1900)

“Immediate integration will bring some problems of dis-
cipline in the classrooms. The greater the problems of dis-
cipline will be created in the cafeterias and extra-curricular
activities such as athletics, glee clubs, and physical educa-
tion activities.”
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W(5120) N(1683)

“There would be incidents frequently which would be very
difficult to handle. All activities of a recreational or social
nature would be filled with incidents and very explosive. We
could conduct ‘classes’ provided we could have enough spe-
cial police officers posted at the right places to keep order
before and after school and at recesses. Every school of 300
would require at least two such officers.”

W (420) N(333)
“We would have serious trouble.”

W (1006) N(1127) 1(1100)

“I think the matter of guiding public reaction and maintain-
ing order or affecting discipline would be impossible and I
believe in all sincerity that chaos would engulf our school
district.”

W(2812) N(1868)
“Definitely!”
W (4548) N(916)

“Definitely—disciplinary problems would increase.”

W (17,926) N(7984)
“Hazing and ‘ganging up’ on the unwanted will be at a maxi-
mum in my judgment.”

W (1878)

“Discipline problems would be numerous in the elementary
schools, possibly not many problems at the high school level.
Our high school pupils are well conditioned in discipline.”

W (1937) N(928)
“T am afraid that fighting and rioting would get out of hand.”

W (3885) N(74)
“It would be practically impossible to secure the cooperation
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of the parents in the matter of maintaining discipline should
there be immediate integration.”

W (9783) N(2305)
“The pattern of strikes by students in other states would be
followed in this area.”

W(2297) N(397)

“I do not believe that white children would immediately
accept integration without serious objection. However, I be-
lieve that children would come nearer doing so than adults.”

W (9127) N(257)

“In time this could be overcome, probably. But from all evi-
dence now, I can see serious problems arising from the angle
of white and colored. Both would create problems for each
race.”

W (2460) N(2597)
“T am satisfied that the large boys and their parents would
resort to violence.”

W (3494) N(4163)

“Both races would be at a disadvantage. I think there could
be no extra-curricular activities, except possibly in athletics,
and I doubt it even here. Perhaps the many athletic contests
viewed by visitors to all sorts of contests where Negroes are
playing and seeing so many Negroes on TV in baseball, bas-
ketball, football, and boxing might cause the impact to be
less in athletics. All class plays, banquets, dances, and activi-
ties of this nature would be suspended.”

W (4224) N(66)
“This would be an influence from the homes which would
be rather difficult to cope with.”

W (5928) N(777)
“Particularly in the high schools.”
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W(2774) N(3036)
“Comments and even threats support the above answer.”

W (3270) N(409)
“The problems would be much more serious than the numbers
involved would indicate.”

W(1130) N(811)
“This would be one of our most serious problems.”

W(2577) N(148)
“How serious I do not know, but it certainly would create
some problems of discipline.”

W(696) N(157)

“1 have no doubt but that discipline problems would arise.
Many of the objections to integration are based on deep feel-
ing not just spur-of-the-moment behavior. Some students
would come to school, if compelled to attend, with the inten-
tion of making trouble and with the tacit encouragement of
parents.”

W (6487) N(2276)

“There continues to be considerable antagonism between
teen-agers of the two races. I doubt if this can be attached
to either race. It seems to be largely a mutual feeling.”

W (4165) N(3107)

“It would mean the elimination of most of the school spon-
sored social activities that are now carried on in the schools
of both races. These activities are important factors in build-
ing and maintaining pupil morale and school spirit.”

W(1778) N(619)
“Riots.”
W(3228) N(2515)

“Serious problems would arise in all grades, particularly on
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the high school level. Adult prejudice would perhaps be the
greatest factor.”

W(9983) N (4822)

“(a) Sexually the Negro race develops much earlier than the
white race. Court records of recent weeks show Negro 6, 7
and 8 years olds guilty of sex offences. This situation would
‘blow the top’ off the lid when the white parents learned of
the difference in standards of sex behavior.

(b) The over-age Negroes are easy victims of dope vendors,
et cetera because they crave money to keep up with the white
boys. Northern Superintendents tell us this is a major prob-
lem in mixed schools. We may expect the racketeer to move
in as he has in northern mixed schools.

(c) The white pupil of low mentality, on par with the Negro,
would most violently resent being classified with him in
classes. The result would be obvious to any Principal.”

W(1408) N(2212) 1(230)

“I was a teacher and principal for 19 years. I do not believe
that there was a day of those 19 years that, at least, 2 little
boys didn’t get in a fight. If the races are integrated, the
boys will fight, not because one was white and one was black,
but because they were little boys. Each would go home and
tell about the fight. Then the fathers would go hunting for
one another, and your race riots would start.”

W (2795) N(1111)

“1 believe that prejudices that are stronger among adults than
among children would seriously interfere with the school
program. In addition, parents whose minds are open would
be seriously concerned by the possibility of controversy, dis-
turbances, enforcement of the strict discipline that would be
necessary, and by the possibility of physical injury to chil-
dren through internal or external agitation.”

W(3901) N(777)
“Although for years the relations between races have greatly
improved and is continuing to improve gradually, and forced
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mixing would seriously interfere with the improving rela-
tions between races. Good folks get along all right with good
folks regardless of color; forcing a mixture of races in or out
of schools simply gives opportunity for the wrong people
regardless of race to make trouble.”

‘W(1675) N(675)

“They have never before been together in any form of
activities, Therefore, they are not prepared for such a thing.
There will be trouble where it is begun.”

‘W (6468) N(4337)

“I am sure it would be impossible to maintain discipline.
Several of our principals who can earn a living doing some-
thing else have stated they would not undertake it. They
would resign and leave it for others to attempt. These are
our best and most capable principals.”

W (3807) N(2236)
“Due to strength of both groups, race hatred and bitterness
would soon develop.”

W (638) N(721)

“Fights, cuttings, mob action would employ all of our time.
Our Negroes do not want to come to white schools and the
whites aren’t going to have them.”

W(1835) N(None)
“A great many of our parents are determined that their white
children will not attend mixed schools.”

W (8661) N(3624) I(91)
“Best example is where it is now being tried.”

W(999) N(1062)
“What is now happening in the Northern and border States
would be multiplied in Eastern North Carolina.”

W (3388) N(329)
“The children in all probability would behave in their rela-
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tionship to other children in the way they were instructed
at home. Ordinary problems of discipline in the schools could
be taken care of without too much trouble. The new type
problems of discipline would be something that we would
have no experience as a precedent in coping with.”

W (1270) N(1090)
“My answer is based on my knowledge of and experience
with high school boys and girls.”

W(675) N(764)

“The maturity and achievement level, in general, are so
different that integration would be difficult. There is some
friction from °‘advanced’ pupils being in the same grade
with all members of the same race.”

W (3250) N(1288)

“In all the grades, both elementary and high school, there
would be bedlam! Moral and immoral together would make a
poor combination. The immoral generally win out. In the
first place, the white people in _......... County will not send
their children to a mixed school.”

W(2272) N(2638)
“Prejudice of races in patrons, pupils and teachers would,
in my opinion, make the problem of discipline unbearable.”

W(13,996) N(1604)
“In some areas.”

W (8669) N(644)
“Most of the trouble would come from the influence of the
parents on the students.”

W (6631) N(313)
“Neither race wants it and when people of either color are
forced into a situation they resent, trouble usually follows.”
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W(3330) N(2681)
“In the following areas:
1. Lunchrooms
2. Toilets
3. Social contacts”

W (1926) N(533)
“Not in the lower grades but there would be disciplinary
problems in upper grades due to adult influence.”

W (2629) N(953)

“Perhaps gradual integration could be worked without seri-
ous problems of discipline, however, immediate integration
would thrust upon both races a new world for which they
are totally unprepared.”

W (6314) N (3521) 1(250)

“It is my opinion that it will be many years before children
of mixed races will be able to attend school under the same
roof peaceably.”

W(3137) N(2210)

“When the white child is punished, I am afraid in many cases
the friends and relatives will take the law in their own hands.
When the Negro child is punished, and it is believed to be
wrong, the relatives and friends will appeal to the courts on
the grounds of discrimination.”

W(2342) N(2685)

“54% of ooeeee. school children are Negro, 46% white, Mix-
ing of the races in schools would present serious problems
in the area of school management. Assignment of children
geographically, irrespective of race, would leave white in the
minority in some school situations. Prejudice and hostility
would be engendered on both sides.”

W(14,452) N(2475)
“It would certainly cause problems. Their seriousness is
hard to forecast.”
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W (5542) N(3469)
It is believed that Negro children will not be accepted in a
friendly way by white people

W(8331) N(4023)
Especially in High School

M

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an
swer No to question number 14 of the questionnaire which
reads as follows t

Would such an integrated program seriously affect the
extra curricular activites in the school in your admini
strative unit?

The W N or I followed by numerals indicate the white
Negro or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire

W (7416) N(148)
This is a qualified no and the reason is due to the small
number of children’

W (2577) N(148)

Not seriously because only a very small number of Negro
children would be involved Possibly 15 Negro children in a
school of 400 Zoning as we now practice it for white children
would keep them from entering any other school

W (2905) N(798)
Negro children would probably be given or have less oppor
tunity for participation espécially for positions of leadership

W (6253) N(50)
Not enough involved to affect this item seriously

W (11 458) N(4441)
Only social functions would be materially affected We
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have few of those. The ones we have would have to be
eliminated or modified.”

W(3330) N(2681)
“We have few ‘extra’ activities. Possibly the athletic team
might give some difficulty.”

W(1926) N(533)
“Not unless strict integration is imposed initially.”

N

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer “Yes” to question number 14 of the questionnaire, which
reads as follows:

“Would such an integrated program seriously affect the
extra-curricular activities in the schools in your admini-
strative unit?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W(6724) N(1827)

“There are many people who would accept the mixing of
children in school classes who would not accept under any
circumstances the mixing of children where ‘sex,” marriage,
and boy-girl relationships are involved. The mixing of chil-
dren would be a divisive force among students and would
cause disruption of any extra-curricular activities.”

W (4427) N(26)

“Again, answer applies primarily to the one school seriously
affected. In the area of inter-school athletics, this problem
could be troublesome in all schools.”

W (2796) N(782)
“Social activities such as junior-senior dances would be seri-
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ously affected and would likely be dropped as school-spon-
sored activities. Athletics and sports will probably work out
all right.”

W(2262) N(1835)
“I do not believe that the high school white youth will mix
with Negroes (at least not yet).”

W(1051) N(441)

“Mostly in high school. In music and athletics, it would help
the extra-curricular program. Clubs and social activities would
create a problem.”

W(2301) N(1702)
“In an integrated program, all extra-curricular programs
would have to be eliminated.”

W(1523) N(1455)
“Social functions, probably athletic programs, class activities,
would have to be curtailed or completely eliminated.”

W(3534) N(646)
“We would be forced to eliminate all socials to avoid violence.
It is doubtful of the continuance of athletics for sometime.”

W(9619) N(7122)

“Many extra-curricular activities sponsored by the schools
are of a social nature and controlling these would present
some serious problems. It will be difficult to control integra-
tion in the classrooms and shops, to say nothing of the extra-
curricular program.”

W(1132) N(118)
“In about the same degree as it would affect all other school
activities.”

W(3295) N(1900)
“White people in our area are nearly unanimous in their de-
sire to maintain racial integrity, socially and biologically. If



134

there 1s immediate integration, such extra-curricular activities
as dramatics, so-called ‘Junior class plays and Senior class
plays’ in high schools, and Junior-Senior class banquets will
have to be abolished. Athletics might survive.”

W (6253) N(50)
“Not enough mvolved to seriously affect in this item.”

W (2398) N(875)
“This would require complete revision.”

W (13,032) N (3557)

“If an attempt i1s made to force 1ntegration, and any degree
of success 1s achieved, I believe that all extra-curricular
activities would be abolished since there would be no par
ticipation without force on the part of white students.”

W(4711) N(1455)
“Extra curricular would come to a standstill and be aban-
doned.”

W (1795) N(194)

“What about school parties, dances, etc.? Athletics (dressing
rooms, toilets) Glee Club, Band (uniforms) Trips, (buses)
School Plays?”

W (1878)
“Hxcept 1n the field of athleties. Integration would not work
at their banquets and proms.”

W (17,926) N(7984)

“We make much of our home room, club and class social
activities, With both races in the school these social activities
will be at a minimum or not exist.”

W(2603) N(7753)
“For the same reasons that there would be serious discipline
problems.”
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W (4548) N(916)

“This would probably be affected to a lesser degree than any
other phase of school life, yet it would create unnecessary
problems.”

W(2812) N (1868)
“Yes, I think such activities would have to be curtailed or
discontinued.”

W (1006) N(1127) 1(1100)

“Not only would such an integrated program seriously affect
the extra-curricular activities, but it would dissolve the pro-
gram of extra-curricular activities and at the same time de-
activate what is commonly known as the public schools and
all of the educative processes that are characteristic at the
present time of this school district.”

W(7118) N(5259)
“It would completely eliminate most social functions.”

W (5120) N(1683)

“BExtra-curricular activities would have to be abolished where
there are Negroes in large numbers. It is the ‘social element’
involved in extra-curricular activities which would be so ex-
plosive. The old southern family proverb, ‘You can work
with them, but you can’t play with them,” applies here.”

W (4224) N(66)

“Both races would be at a disadvantage. I think there could
be no extra-curricular activities, except possibly in athletics,
and I doubt it even here. Perhaps the many athletic contests
viewed by visitors to all sorts of contests where Negroes are
playing and seeing so many Negroes on TV in baseball, bas-
ketball, football and boxing might cause the impact to be
less in athletics. All class plays, banquets, dances, and activi-
ties of this nature would be suspended.”

W(2774) N(3036)
“Objections have already been made to this phase of the pro-
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gram. In fact, the prospect of any social integration is alarm-
ing to white patrons of our communities.”

W(6211) N(1837)

“Markedly so. Would eliminate extra-curricular activities and
social aspects of high school program-—at least for some years.
This is the opinion of principals.”

W(1987) N(1303)
“It is our belief that all extra-curricular activities would have
to close.”

W(9127) N(257)

“We have never seen discrimination such as would exist if
they were put together. The few colored children would not
get a chance.”

W (2460) N(2597)

“I believe pupils would have to understand each other fairly
well to work on any of the extra-curricular activities. This
means understanding each other socially. Not many of our
older pupils could do this.”

W (3885) N(74)

“At the present time the Negro students participate in extra-
curricular activities in their own school. Should they attend
a mixed school, the white children, in all probability, would
not accept the Negro children as participants in extra-curri-
cular activity.”

W(9783) N(2305)
“Considerable difficulty would follow in the social activities,
athletic program and other extra-curricular activities.”

W (1937) N(928)
“Whites will not mix socially with Negroes.”

W (5928) N(777)
“Negroes would not be chosen to participate in extra-curri-
cular activities.” Co
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W(1139) N(750)
“Dances, Proms, Banguets, etc., would be discontinued by
our schools. Parents would demand this be done.”

W(1130) N(811)
“Eixtra-curricular activities would be hampered even more
than co-curricular activities.”

W (696) N(157)

“Extra-curricular activities are often social in nature, and
even those whites who would not object to being in a formal
class with Negroes are not willing to enter into any social
situations with them. In fact, they have no intention of doing
so.”

W (6487) N(2276)

“Integration would terminate some extra-curricular activities,
particularly those of a social nature. There exists consider-
able anxiety on the part of parents of white girls about their
safety and welfare.”

W(4165) N(3107)
“The difficulty of supervision would lead to the elimination
of many activities and the curtailment of others.”

W(3228) N(2515)

“The school could not sponsor social activites, including folk
dancing and similar activities. Junior-Senior banquets and
school dances would have to be abolished.”

W (1408) N(2212) 1(230)

“Hverything other than the baccalaureate and graduation ex-
ercises would have to be discontinued. Bus trips to Washing-
ton, Raleigh, Chapel Hill, Durham, to any college, Jr.-Sr.
Banquet, Jr.-Sr. Prom, Junior or Senior Play, any dance,
class picnic or party in fact, anything even bordering on
the social would have to be cut out.”

W (2795) N(1111)
“The many phases of a good extra-curriculum program in-
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clude social, cultural, personal, and small-group activities. A
radical and sudden change in the pattern would make it diffi-
cult to administer effectively most, if not all, extra-curricular
activities, in my opinion.”

W (3901) N(777)

“In athletics some occasional trouble would arise. In all
other group activities an integrated program would encounter
trouble whether in day or night time.”

W (9983) N(4822)

“(a) The choice would be, racial amalgamation or no social
activities.

(b) The Negroes’ earlier physical development would give
him a great advantage in athletics to the detriment of the
white pupil.

(¢) The racial characteristics of Negro music would be sub-
merged and rendered less attractive in mixed groups, as
happens in the north.

(d) Clubs, societies and travel groups would have to accept
the Negro or the Negro would lose all that they now have
of their own in agencies to develop leadership and self con-
fidence. Now all Negro high school organizations have Negro
leaders, (and they are excellent). The cases of leadership
would be rare if amalgamation were attempted.

(e) Class meetings in homes of parents would be difficult to
arrange.”

W (1835) N(None) 1(393)
“In a social way.”

W(1571) N(2236)
“Race hatred and bitterness would soon develop.”

W (6468) N(4337)

“It would not only seriously affect extra-curricular activities,
it would bring an end to such activities. We would not be
foolish enough to have a mixed audience of white and Negro
parents to observe such an activity. Our graduation exercises
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would be simply to hand the diploma to seniors on the last
day of school and wish them well. A class party or dance
would be out of the question. It would bring an end to all
extra-curricular activities.”

W (1000) N(675)
“All social activities of our schools would have to be dis-
continued.”

W(2272) N(2638)

“I think it would affect the extra-curricular activities due to
their nature, more than it would the regular curriculum. I
believe that with integration it would be necessary to curtail
greatly all extra-curricular activities.”

W (3250) N(1288)

“In the Negro schools as they are now, leaders are selected
and have a chance to lead. In a mixed school, these chances
would fade out of the picture. They would be losing the
chances they now have. This would seriously injure the Negro
children and hamper the chances of all others.”

W(675) N(764)

“They would probably be abolished since white pupils would
refuse to participate, with rare exception. Actually, there
would likely be no white pupils, or few, in the ‘mixed’
school.”

W(1270) N(1090)

“Many of the extra curricula activities are social in nature.
We would have to eliminate many of the activities as they
are now.”

W (3388) N(329)

“Actually this is what our people are concerned about. It is
the extra-curricular, especially social activities in our schools
that the parents are concerned about. What about your Jun-
ior-Senior proms? What about your football-basketball coca-
cola parties? How would you handle your junior-senior ban-
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quets? How about cafeteria and lunchroom situations? This
breaking down of the racial and social barriers and throwing
the children together in intimate social and personal contact
will lead to love and affection with inter-marriage. Then you
have what Hitler said, ‘A Mongrel Race’.”

W(999) N(1062)

“It might not in the purely academic activities but it would
in all of the social activities. Our people are not ready to ac-
cept mixed parties, dances, and other social activities.”

W(1550) N(107)

“In the extra-curricular activities, music, athletics, and dra-
matics, there would be contact with the general public where
controls are much more difficult than in regular classroom
activity.”

W(1787) N(1575)
“It would be most difficult to have any type of extra-curricular
activities.”

W (2342) N(2685)

“Integration of the races would require many changes in
existing school organization, including the entire program
of pupil activities.”

W(9335) N(1587)
“T think the danger of real trouble would be greatest in
what we consider the social phase of school life.”

W(3137) N(2210)

“Extra-curricular activities are different. Individual differ-
ences would increase. In many instances, I believe the white
children would refuse to accept the Negro children unless
force was applied.”

W(6314) N(3521) 1(250)
“If children of different races attend the same school, I be-
lieve that many problems dealing with extra curricular activi-
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ties will be increased. It will take an extensive educational
program and much time before Negro and white children
will be able to carry on school activities in mixed groups.”

W(2409) N(56g)
“We consider this one of the most difficult problems, with
the most serious results, that we would have to face.”

W(8669) N(644)
“Tt would definitely curtail all student activity that is based
on voluntary student participation.”

W(13,996) N(1604)
“All social events will be called off.”

W(8331) N(4023)
“Would eliminate all social activities.”

0

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer “No” to question number 15 of the questionnaire which
reads as follows:

“Would, in your opinion, such immediate integration
of the races cause parents in large numbers to with-
draw their children from such schools?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W(2373) N (4419)
“Not permanently.”

W(1132) N(118)
“Not in large numbers, but some would do so.”

W(1878)
“Not in large numbers, but there would be several.”
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W(9783) N(2305)
“It is not believed that large numbers would withdraw but
there would be some withdrawal of children who would be
sent to private schools.”

W(11,458) N(4441)

“I think there would be little withdrawal from the local
schools. T anticipate that a number of people would request
transfers where a sizeable percentage of Negro pupils has
been enrolled.”

W(2571) N(1559) .

“We could anticipate a temporary withdrawal but absence
of other school facilities would probably force the return
of pupils to public schools.”

W (3330) N(2681)
“They might for a few days or weeks. There is no place for
many of them to go. Eventually they would return.”

W (2629) N(953)

“I am quite certain that some parents would withdraw their
children from mixed schools. I do not feel at the present
time that the number would be large.”

W(2795) N(1111)

“My ‘no’ answer is based on the small number and capacity
of private schools in North Carolina where the public schools
have been and are effective and upon the cost of instruction
in private schools. I believe many parents would eventually
make the change, withdrawing children from public schools,
as quickly as conditions would permit.”

P

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer “Yes” to question number 15 of the questionnaire which
reads as follows:
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“Would, in your opinion, such immediate integration of
the races cause parents in large numbers to withdraw
their children from such schools?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W (3494) N (4163)
“From what is now happening in Washington, D. C., Dela-
ware, Maryland, Ohio, and West Virginia, I am sure that

the parents in ............ County would not for a moment accept
integration.”
W(6211) N(1837)

“I believe that most parents would send their children to
school, since they would have little alternative to do other-
wise.”

W (1755) N(1030)
“Many white parents have expressed themselves.”

W (2460) N(2597)
“Our people are not prepared to accept integrated schools.
I am curious to know how we can prepare them.”

W(9127) N(257)

“In some schools. Take ............ for instance. This school covers
a large area of the mountain section of our county. They are
looking for an excuse to keep their children out, and do.
Many would stay out. I have already been told in no un-
certain terms that when Negro children come in the whites
will go out.”

W(2774) N(3036)
“We cannot anticipate the duration of the withdrawals, but
it would require strict force to compel attendance.”

W{(1826) N(1190)
“Yes, if immediate. No, if gradual.”
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W(2297) N(397)
“Not in large numbers. Most parents would have no choice
if their children are to attend school anywhere.”

W (3885) N(74)
“Parents in large numbers are strongly opposed to the Inte-
gration to the public schools.”

W(2301) N(1702)
“Parents have told me that they will start private tuition
schools if the integration program is carried out now.”

W (2262) N(1835)

“Several ............ Club members—good, solid, substantial citi-
zens—have told me that they would pay any price to send
their children to all-white private schools.”

W(2796) N(782)
“Many who could afford it would send their children to
private schools.”

W(6724) N(1827)

“Sufficient evidence is coming to us from ‘fringe’ areas such
as Delaware to indicate that parents would protest and with-
draw their children from schools. If there are protests there,
there could be violence in the deep south.”

W(3281) N(811)
“This would happen at first, but later the children would
return.”

W (2398) N(875)
“Most would not stay away long. Those who could would
send their children to private schools.”

W (13,032) N(3557)

“I cannot conceive of there being enough law enforcement
in this county to make the majority of the people send their
children to integrated schools. Most of them will stop school.
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As many as can will either move their place of residence or
send their children away from home to private schools.”

W (3256) N(1455)
“Parents would withdraw their children from school.”

W(1795) N(194)

“Financial ability considered—would either send to private
school or take them out of school to avoid possible trouble
or violence?”

W (420) N(333)
“A large number have voiced the opinion that they would
send the children to private schools.”

W(17,926) N('7984)
“BEven the attempt at integration in the parochial schools
in ... has had that effect.”

W(2703) N(7753)
“I have heard many people make this statement.”

W (4548) N(916)
“They would move to those sections where there is no Negro
population.”

W (9983) N(4822)

“(a) In the north, few parents who can afford the cost of
private schools send their children to mixed schools, if the
percentage of Negroes is appreciable. Note: Please name a
northern school system that has an acceptable or tolerable
plan of mixed schools.

{b) Parents who are able move away from districts with mix-
ed schools.

(¢) Religious and private groups are already preparing
space to take care of a major exodus from the public schools.
(d) Many parents are making plans for private school edu-
cation for their children in case the integration takes place.
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This would cause a social caste system that would be most
un-democratic.”

W(3901) N(777)

“Rural and textile people will not readily integrate; and
urban people will not too readily do so. Most people regard-
less of race are pleased with present segregation basis.”

W(1408) N(2212) 1(230)

“Parents of both races would refuse to send their children
to mixed schools. Quite a number of Negro parents in ..........
County have stated that they would not send their children
for fear of trouble.”

W(3228) N(2515)
“It would probably lead to rapid growth of private schools.”

W (4165) N(3107)

“Many parents who are financially able would send their
children to private schools. This would mean the loss of the
support for public education of a rather influential group
of our citizens.”

W (6487) N(2276)

“I have heard many parents say they would enroll their
children in private schools, if possible, before they would
allow them to attend classes in which there were Negro
children.”

W (638) N(721)
“If physical violence would not predominate and prevent in-
tegration previously.”

W(1550) N(107)

“The issue might be used for a while as an excuse for a few
who would just as soon their children stay at home. We have
few families who could or would try to send their children
to private 'schools.”



147

W(999) N(1062)

“A number of parents have already told me that they will
send their children to a private school if non-segregation ever
becomes a fact in the public schools. This would be a serious
blow to public school morale if the well-to-do send their chil-
dren to all white schools and the poorer classes have to send
their children to non-segregated schools.”

W (3388) N(329)

“The parents in withdrawing their children from school
would not necessarily send them to another school. There
would be a vast number who would take advantage of our
unsettled situation to keep them out of school, thereby carry-
ing out a latent wish always held by them. There are a few
parents, not over 10% who would try to get their children
into private or parochial schools. In our part of the country
we do have Missouri Lutheran church schools.”

W (3250) N(1288)

“The wealthy or those who could afford to do so would send
their children to private schools. The poor whites would be
at a great disadvantage. This would cause us to have the
high grade and the low grade among the whites. India has
enough of the caste system. We need to avoid this.”

W(2272) N(2638)

“The reactions in West Virginia, Delaware, Maryland and the
District of Columbia are only minor compared to the with-
drawal of children from school by parents that would take
place here.”

W(1006) N(1127) I(1100)

“Statements by political and community leaders have indi-
cated that there might be two elements of our population
who would not withdraw their children from schools; these
being, namely; the less fortunate whites and low-moral
Negroes. My personal opinion is that our system of public
schools would be destroyed and only those referred to above
would attend school for the novelty created, and as soon as
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this became old to them, they would revert to their present
mode of living where the attendance laws have to be con-
stantly exercised at the present time.”

W (7118) N (5259)

“The number would depend upon other facilities available.
Some would perhaps withdraw them in the absence of any
facilities unless forced by law to send them.”

W (5120) N(1683)

“Nearly all parents of white children would withdraw their
children from school at first, but some would later allow
their children to attend with reluctance. The attendance laws
could not be enforced. There would be demand for abolish-
ing all compulsory school attendance laws. There would be
agitation for reduced school appropriations and probably
complete abolition of the public school system.”

W(3270) N(409)
“I would consider 100 or more children to be large numbers.”

W (1000) N(675)

“Private classes will be organized with some of our older
and better teachers leaving the public schools for this type
of work.”

W(6468) N (4337)

“Poorly equipped private schools with poorly trained teach-
ers would be the result. Our schools would lose the gains
of forty years within a year. Some of our churches are now
planning to establish private schools. The families with above
average income would attend those. The children of the poor
would attend no school at all.”

W(1571) N(2236)
“Remarks by parents in recent conversations.”

W (1835) N(None) 1(393)
“In our district we already have one first to eighth grade
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parochial school. If immediate integration is ordered, we will
have many, many more children to attend these church
schools.”

W(1821) N (428)
“Only a few.”

W (696) N(157)

“Hven the large element of our ......... population which
come here from Northern states would likely enter their
children in private schools. There have been some meetings
already in this area to consider forming a private school
here. Some of those who have publicly endorsed integration
in the name of ‘equal rights,’ etc., attended such a meeting.
Some of my teachers were invited.”

W(1130) N(811)
“They would either withdraw children or refuse to allow
Negro children in now-all-white-schools.”

W(1139) N(750)

“Feeling here, with our large percentage of Negroes, is bound
to be greater than that displayed in Delaware, Baltimore, and
Washington. Private schools would get some of our children
from wealthier families. Others would boycott the schools.”

W(2577) N(148)
“Some parents would withdraw their children and send them
to another school or even move to another part of town.”

W(7416) N(148)
“This might depend to some degree on the reaction in other
localities.”

W(4194) N(3378)

“We have had several parents who have said in the event of
integration of the races that they would withdraw their chil-
dren from public schools and send them to private schools.
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Many of the white parents have said that they would do all
in their power to prevent the mixing of the races.”

W (2125) N(15) I(113)
“Many parents have stated that they will refuse to allow
their children to attend school with the colored people.”

W (8669) N(644)

“To attend private schools and other public schools that
would not have any Negroes. (Some of our elementary school
districts do not have any Negroes living in them.)

W(6314) N(3521) 1(250)

“I have talked with many parents relative to the problems
connected with integration of races in our public schools. I
have not met the first parent that is willing to send his child
to any school where other than white children are present.
I am confident that our white patrons would withdraw their
children from our schools.”

W (3137) N(2210)
“As stated before, I believe the white children would walk
out and it would take force to make them attend.”

W(9335) N(1587)
“I’ve heard some say that.”

W(15,551) N(410)
“It is my opinion that the enrollment in private schools would
increase rapidly.”

W (1926) N(533)

“All parents financially able to do so will send children to
private schools. Many parents will have to be forced to send
their children to school.”

W (6631) N(313)

“Many will withdraw their children from such schools and
organize private schools where they are able to finance it.
Others will keep them at home.”
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W(8112) N(2177)
“One private school has already begun operation.”

W(8331) N(4023)
“Some would send to private schools others would use the
issue as a basis for non-attendance.”

W(5542) N(3469)
“I cannot predict what will happen.”

Q

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer “No” to question number 16 of the questionnaire, which
reads as follows:

“Is there such difference in the average attainments be-
tween white and Negro children as to seriously impair
instruction in mixed schools?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W (3168) N(3059)
“Hqual school plant facilities will provide equal instructional
program.”

W (3901) N(777)
“I do not believe that ability of pupils in either race would
have much influence in either segregating or not segregating.”

W(3669) A
“The small number of colored children to be absorbed would
make little difference.”

W (6253) N(50)
“Not enough affected.”



152

W (2460) N (2597)
“TI do not know how to answer. There is not as much differ-
ence as the white people think there is.”

W(9127) N(257)
“Y don’t think so.”

W(1826) N(1190)
“The range of achievement and intelligence may be some
greater, but this would be no great handicap.”

W(2297) N(397)

“The average attainment is somewhat lower in our Negro
schools, but there is a wide variation in any grade and we
have learned somewhat to teach pupils on their own level.”

W(11,458) N(4441)
“The average is only about one to two grades. The spread
in any regular grade is much greater than that.”

W(2125) N(15) 1(113)

“Our one colored teacher is a very fine teacher. Her pupils
compare favorably with the white children, who have about
the same opportunities.”

W(8669) N(644)

“There is not as much difference in this county as in many
others due to the fact that the Negro child in this county
has had better educational opportunities than many of our
white children. The average intelligence of our Negroes is
above that of many other sections.”

R

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer “Yes” to question number 16 of the questionnaire, which
reads as follows:

“Is there such difference in the average attainments be-
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tween white and Negro children as to seriously impair
instruction in mixed schools?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W (2256) N(1506)

“We feel that Negro children are almost two grades behind
white children; that is, the Negro 10th grader could not do
the work of the white 9th grade and would have to be sent
to the 8th.”

W (3375) N(2733)

“The educational background of children has a tremendous
influence on the level of the attainment in the various grades
in any school system. The average educational level of Negro
parents and homes is far below that of whites. That would
have a tendency in the average case to set up serious diffi-
culties of attainment at the various grade levels.”

W (5074) N(1287)

“We have records covering 18 years and they show consider-
able difference. Our achievement records show Negro chil-
dren are over 2 years behind whites by the time they reach
8th grade. These are continuous records—given and kept by
trained testing persons.”

W (4427) N(26)
“This question is debatable, but there is some evidence to
the effect that average attainment differs between the races.”

W(1523) N(1455)
“According to standard tests, the white children will aver-
age two years above the Negro children in achievement.”

W (3534) N(646)
“Achievement scores of tests given to colored and white
children in the 4th and 6th grades during 1953-54 showed
differences as follows:
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4th Grade-——White children scored an average of 1.6 (nearly
2 years) higher than colored.

6th Grade—White children scored an average of .9 (full
year) higher than colored.

On Grade Expectancy, white children scored an average of

1.4 (1 year, 4 months) higher than colored children in the

6th grade.

In the 2nd grade, white children scored an average of .8

(nearly a year) higher than colored children.”

W(2373) N(4419)
“This is one of the major problems.”

W(2262) N(1835)

“Our I. Q. Test records and achievement test records show
a. great gulf in the aqverage ability of any given Negro group
as contrasted with a similar grade, or group, of white chil-
dren.”

W(2796) N(782)

“In general, I do not believe the degree of excellence or at-
tainment is found in the average colored school that is ex-
pected in white schools. If mixed, children of like grades
would likely range even more than they do now in the in-
dividual schools. Proper classification of students will prob-
ably bring forth cries of ‘discrimination’.”

W(6724) N(1827)

“We have evidence from test records that the achievement
of the average colored student is about two years below
the average for white children.”

W(3281) N(811)
“My observation in both white and Negro schools leads me
to this conclusion.”

W (9619) N(7122)
“Last year, a Stanford Achievement Test was given during
the 7th school month to all the white and Negro children in
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the 5th and 7th grades of the city schools. The normal score

for the average 5th grade child at that period in the school

year should have been 5.7 (5 years and 7 months of school),

and for the child in the 7th grade, 7.7. When these tests were

scored and checked, we found the results indicated below:
Fifth Grade

White " Negro
Median Chronological age 11 yrs. 2 mos. 11 yrs. 4 mos.
Median I. Q. 99 85
Median Achievement Level 5.8 4.6

Seventh Grade

White Negro
Median Chronological Age 13 yrs. 2 mos. 13 yrs. 4 mos.
Median I. Q. 98 85
Median Achievement Level 7.7 6.7

These test results indicate quite clearly that in these two
grades the Negro children, while 2 months older than the
white children in the same grade, have, on the average, lower
intelligent quotients, and their grade achievement (the ability
to do the work of a particular grade) is from a year (7.7 -6.7)
to a year and 2 months (5.8-4.6) below that of the white
children of that grade.”

W(1878)
“This answer is not based on observation; it is merely my
own opinion.”

W (2603) N(7753)
“Generally speaking, the attainment of pupils in a given grade
is lower in the Negro schools than in the white schools.”

W(17,926) N('7984)
“In the high schools the difference in grade level amounts,
on the average, to 3-5 grades.”

W(1795) N(194)

“Check the results made in ............ Tests (coooee..... Co.). Levels
of attainment at present would increase our problems? Please
note—I am giving only a small number of reasons—with ques-
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tion marks, as no time allotted for proofs, etc. Many more
valid reasons are applicable, I am sure.”

W(3256) N(1455)

“It would seriously impair instruction and achievement. The
requirements for promotion in Negro schools seem to be
lower than those of the whites. This being true, it would seri-
ously retard the achievement and the level of instruction
several decades.

W(13,032) N (3557)

“We have had, down through the years, evidence to show
that the Negro students are two or three grades behind the
white students, on a basis of objective test results. The results
show that the difference is greater, the higher in the grade
level, even though the selection of the Negro students in the
higher grades, due to the loss from schools of those who
don’t succeed in school, is decidedly in favor of the Negroes.
There are greater differences in experiences, background, etc.,
than in the subject matter field between the Negroes and
whites.”

W (2398) N(875)
“Standard test scores do indicate from one to two years
difference.”

W (8578) N(3442)
“Almost any good test given anywhere in the State would
substantiate this answer.”

W (3295) N(1900)

“There is a difference in cultural achievement of white and
Negro children largely because of environmental background.
White children as a rule at a given age have larger vocabu-
laries and have developed more concepts which enable them
to learn new subject matter more rapidly. This information
is factual and has been obtained from administering objective
achievement tests.”
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W(5707) N(1147)
“This answer based on test score given over a period of years.”

W(7118) N(5259)

“The results of all standard tests which we give to both races
show the average Negro pupil as two grades behind the
average white pupil.”

W(755) N(522)
“This reply is based upon the scores made by students on
standard achievements given twice each year.”

W(2812) N(1868)

“Test results and observations indicate conclusively that
achievement of Negro children is below that of whites. Eco-
nomic and social history have possibly been contributory
factors. It is my opinion that the same comparison between
white and Negro teachers would produce similar conclu-
sions.”

W (4548) N(916)

“The great majority of Negro children do not have the home
background and mental ability to compete with white chil-
dren of the same age. Some do have high intelligence and
could compete most successfully.”

W(5120) N(1683)

“Sorne of the Negro children could keep pace with the white
children in scholastic attainment, especially those of mixed
blood, but on the average, the ability of the Negro group
would be much lower than the white. This would tend to
accentuate the problem of maintaining a high standard of
scholastic attainment.”

W(1006) N(1127) 1(1100)

“Not only is there a major difference in the average attain-
ments between white and Negro children, there is a radical
difference in hereditary and environmental backgrounds. The
major percentage of our white people are what could be re-
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ferred to as ‘country gentlemen’ and most have tremendous
property holdings with Negroes and Indians serving as
tenants and tillers of the soil. It would be in total violation
of established tradition for Negroes, Indians and whites to
associate on a compatible basis and I, in all sincerity, cannot
foresee this barrier being removed wholly or partially within
the present life tenure of our people.”

W(2774) N(3036) ,
“Hconomic, social, educational, and cultural backgrounds
make for a tremendous difference.”

W (1937) N(928)
“Our achievement tests show about two years difference in
achievement. The Negroes are that much lower than whites.”

W(3885) N(74)
“Results of standard tests indicate average Negro child is
below the average white child in scholastic attainments.”

W(9783) N(2305)

“A study of results of achievement tests and mental ability
tests indicates a wide difference in ability and achievement
between the white and Negro children.”

W (8900) N(272)

“At present, yes.”

W(6211) N(1837)

“Supt. e of ... got out an interesting study on this
in the ... schools.”

W (5928) N(777)

“The Negro, from the fourth grade through the twelfth, will
average two years below the white child in the age-grade.”

W (4224) N(66)

“I frankly believe that the white children have far greater
abilities to progress than Negroes; therefore, this would surely
impair progress.”
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W(3494) N(4163)

“Here is where we would really be criticized for discrimina-
tion, for I think that the average Negro eighth grade student
would be from one to two years behind the white eighth
grade student because of three reasons-—(1) native intelli-
gence, (2) poorer teachers, and (3) poorer school attendance
on the part of the Negro. I think that we would necessarily
have to call upon some impartial organization, such as NEA
to test all the children for grade placement.”

W (1755) N(1030)
“Standard Tests (mental achievement, readiness, etc.) and
supervision clearly show this to be true.”

W (2460) N (2597)
“I do not know how to answer—there is not as much differ-
ence as the white people think there is.”

W(1778) N(619)

“In our administrative unit Negro children are retarded on
the average two years as measured by any Standard Test
we have given.”

W (6465) N(1449)

“The 1950-51 Survey conducted by the North Carolina State
Department of Public Instruction in ... County found
a wide difference in educational achievement between white
and Negro school children in .......... County.”

W(16,038) N(2,354)
“Our tests prove so.”

W(2795) N(1111)

“My ‘yes’ answer does not refer to intellectual capacity when
opportunities have been comparable for an extended period
of time. However, a sudden or immediate integration would,
1 think, necessarily lower standards.”

W (9983) N (4822)
“This is a major problem far beyond the conception of even
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the most extreme Southerner.

(a) The North has attracted the higher bracket in intelligence
of Negro citizens.

(b) Negroes who become specialists, college professors, or
pass Civil Service, go to centers of Negro and Government
jobs. This has left the deep South with the average and be-
low masses. These are, however, the most loyal and depend-
able American citizens of the race. (Anyone who would think
of Washington, D. C. as the place to ‘model’ the racial inte-
gration program is too naive to be taken seriously in the solu-
tion of the Negro problem. For many decades all southern
communities have been sending their top half (mentally) of
the Negro race to Washington for Government jobs. Also,
Raleigh, Durham, Greensboro, et cetera, would have a much
larger percentage of high I. Q. Negroes than you would find
in the typical southern town.”

W(1408) N(2212) 1(230)

“Five years ago a battery of tests was given to our Negro
Supervisor to administer to the fourth and fifth grades. They
are still on a shelf in her office. Why didn’t she give them?
She didn’t want a comparison made with tests given to same
grades in the white schools. It is my studied opinion, based
on observation and checking school papers at random, that
the Negro children in ... ... County will rate at least 3
grades below the white children on the average. For addi-
tional confirmation see statistics from the ............ Schools that
can be furnished by Superintendent ... , and the never-
released report of the Educational Commission that made
studies in several selected counties and cities.”

W(3228) N(2515)

“Standard achievement test results in our local elementary
schools show white pupils approximately a year above the
national norm, while our Negro pupils are approximately
two years below the norm. An average variance of three
years in a given grade would work an extreme hardship on
teachers and pupils alike.”
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W(4165) N(3107)

“On a grade level of achievement it would mean that approxi-
mately 75% of the Negro pupils would be demoted one
grade level.”

W (6487) N(2276)

“Our Negro Supervisor has expressed the opinion that she
feels it would be unfair competition for the Negro children
to be in the same classrooms with whites. She based this
statement on the fact that the Negroes have only had a rela-
tively short educational history and that their background
and opportunities have been more limited. She feels that there
are some Negro children who could ‘hold their own’, but
that the group as a whole could not.”

W(696) N(157)
“Partially in upper grades.”

W(1130) N(811)

“Negro principals in this unit agree that the average Negro
school child is from two to five years behind the average
white child in the same grade.”

W(1139) N(750)

“Negro pupils are an average of two grades bhelow white
pupils. This was proved by an achievement test we gave all
6th grade pupils several years ago.”

W(2577) N(148)
“In the upper grades, 7 to 12, there is about 2 years differ-
ence in achievement of the two races in each grade level.”

W(1835) N(None) . 1(393)
“Emnough difference to pose a problem.”

W (638) N(721)
“About 1 grade level difference now, but rapidly approaching
equal.”
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W (3388) N(329)

“We have in the past given tests recommended by the State
Department on a county-wide basis and have discovered that
there is at least a year and one-half to two years difference
in the attainment in the same age and grade groups (I admit
it has been three years since this comparative study was
made). Our people believe that we will in our schools, pull
the white child down to the Negro child, rather than bring the
colored child to the white child’s level. More than likely
what would happen is that the Negro child and the white
child would probably meet on the level somewhere between
the top and the bottom—the white child down a little and
the colored child up a little.”

W(3250) N(1288)

“I have noticed that black birds do not associate with red
birds. They live in the same big world and have the same
opportunities. They just like to roost in different trees. The
Maker perhaps arranged this. I have observed that the
mental capacities of children of the white race are superior.”

W (1000) N(675)
“Placement tests will have to be given the children in order
to do the right thing for all children. This will mean that a
large percentage of Negro children will be placed together
even in white schools.”

W(2272) N(2638)
“I think that the span of difference is great enough to seri-
ously impair the instructional program.”

W(1571) N(2236)

“Observation of work and tests made in white and Negro
schools indicates that to classify them for successful teach-
ing would develop such a great social problem that instruc-
tion would he greatly hampered.”

W(675) N(764)
“Standard tests administered show that there are wide varia-
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tions between the groups. While there are variations within
the races the ‘spread’ is magnified.”

W (1270) N(1090)

“We gave standard tests last year (1953-54): White 1. Q. aver-
age, 100. Negro 1. Q. average, 80. The whole program of
academic work would have to be adjusted downward.”

W(1787) N(1585)

“The white pupils usually average about two grades above
the Negro pupils according to standard tests when the upper
grammar grades are reached.”

W(1831) N(235)
“The teachers in the Negro schools and the children of same
are both considerably lower in attainment.”

W(8661) N(3624)

“Various tests (achievement) administered over the years
show a marked difference in attainment between white and
Negro children in the same grades.”

W (2694) N (1492)
“The average 1. Q. score in 1953-54 for the county as a whole
was: White, 91.6; Negro, 82.0.”

W(4781) N(715)

“Recent achievement tests show that Negro children are
below white children here in attainment for each individual
grade.”

W (1821) N(428)
“But the gap is decreasing.”

W(999) N(1062)

“Possibly 20% or 25% of the Negro children would fit into
the pattern all right, but for the masses of Negro children
they would be misfits. I am sure that an inferiority complex
would develop if they were forced to mix with white chil-



164

dren in their classes. This would result in a serious handicap
for the Negro children.”

W(3693) N(197)
“Standard tests reveal a difference of a whole year.”

W(2571) N(1559)

“Annual testing program conducted for the past several
years shows a variation in achievement becoming more pro-
nounced with each successive grade. Average achievement of
Negro pupils in the eighth grade is two years, four months
below average achievement of white pupils in eighth grade
(1953-54).”

W (6631) N(313)

“The colored would be in grades about one year behind the
white ones. Mainly because of home conditions, lack of books
and newspapers and general conditions.”

W (1626) N(533)

“I believe this to be true in this school unit at present. With
proper equipment and facilities children of equal mental
abilities can obtain equal attainment. As a whole the per-
centages of mental abilities in the Negro children indicate
lower abilities at present in the Negro school than in the
white.”

W(9335) N(1587)
“Tests show Negro children considerably behind white chil-
dren in the same grades.”

W(3137) N(2210)
“Standard of living of the whites higher than that of the
Negroes.”

W (6314) N(3521) 1(250)
“According to test and other information available there is
a noticeable gap between the average attainment of white
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pupils and Negro pupils. Therefore, the problem of child
placement would become more acute.”

W (2409) N(562)
“Very definitely a difference.”

W(2342) N (2685)

“The evidence available, which includes the statistical evi-
dence of achievement and other tests, reveals such wide range
in achievement of white and Negro pupils as to require exten-
sive class and grade re-organization for instructional pur-
poses, should the races be mixed.”

Total enrollment: (3400)
“Negroes low in achievement. Tested this month.”

W(2629) N(953)

“Hven though we have a number of children in the Negro
school who rank favorably with children in white schools
because of background and home environment, this would
not be true of the average.”

W(3330) N(2681)
“In our opinion the average white pupil is a better pupil
than the Negro student, by at least a year.”

W(8331) N(4023)
“However this might be more easily overcome than other
problems.”

W (4083) N(2344)
“This is where the real damage would be done to public
education in North Carolina.”

S

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
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swer ‘“Yes” to question number 17 of the questionnaire which
reads as follows:

“Would, in your opinion, white children or their parents
elect to attend any school heretofore conducted for Negro
children?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W(6211) N(1837)
“Yery, very few. Some folk here from other sections of the
U. S. might let their children do so just to ‘make a point’.”

T

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer ‘“No” to question number 17 of the questionnaire which
reads as follows:

“Would, in your opinion, white children or their parents
elect to attend any school heretofore conducted for Negro
children?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W(2795) N(1111)
“I believe this would be too much of an adjustment to be
made immediately.”

W (9983) N(4822)

“(a) A few of our preachers, ‘do-gooders,” communists, poli-
ticians and college professors have indicated that they would
do so.

(b) From 90% to 95% of our people would go to any extreme
to resist any attempt to do so. ........... has a situation that
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would require just such a student placement if the court
edict is carried out.”

W (3228) N(2515)
“It is very unlikely that such a choice would be made.”

W(696) N(157)
“There is no likelihood whatsoever that they would either
elect or be compelled to attend the present Negro school.”

W(1130) N(811)

“Definitely no, in the same manner that they do not want
Negro children attending schools previously used by white
children.”

WwW(2301) N(1702)
“In this area there might be 10 percent of the parents who
would allow their children to attend mixed schools.”

W(1051) N(441)
“Nor do we think Negro children would elect to attend the
white schools.”

W (2256) N(1506)
“White children will not attend Negro schools, law or no
law.”

W (4427) N{(26)

“Question 17 implies an option. If such an option exists in
the future, there is no question as to what the people will
elect—to retain the status quo.”

W (2262) N(1835)

“School Board members tell me (we have 9) that we cannot
possibly assign white children to our present all-Negro
schools.”

W(6724) N(1827)
“This matter would be bitterly contested.”
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W(7118) N(5259)

“If this school were still staffed by Negro principal and teach-
ers and the majority of its students Negroes, I do not believe
a white parent will send his child there. I believe he will
suffer any penalty of the law rather than do it.”

W(1132) N(118)
“In my opinion, not a single white student would attend a
school which had been used as a Negro school.”

W(1878) N(0)
“This would never work here.”

W(17,926) N(7984)
“No one has expressed himself in such a vein.”

W(1795) N(194)

“These buildings have generally been located in or near the
colored or Negro center of population—and in small com-
munities (some at least) these are outlying areas.”

W (3256) N(1455)
“They would not go to the colored building.”

W(13,032) N(3557)
“Any parent in this area who would do such would be looked
upon as a fanatic, and I am quite sure that he would be.”

W(3295) N(1900)

“It will be most difficult for the Board of Education to suc-
ceed in getting white children to attend schools heretofore
known as Negro schools. If there must be integration, it will
be much less difficult to have children of both races attend
schools heretofore for white children.”

W(2812) N(1868)
“Cannot envision such election.”
W(5120) N(1683)

“Definitely NO!”
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W (4548) N(916)
“For any white child or parent in our unit to accept this is
very doubtful.”

W (1006) N(1100) I1(1127)

“The consensus of opinion is that the white parents would
allow their children to grow up without the benefit of the
normal school instructional benefits or send them to private
schools if such does come into existence. And many have
stated that they would teach their children themselves before
they would send them to a Negro school or allow them to
attend a white school that has admitted Negroes. The feeling
of 95% of our parents would be, whether right or wrong, that
it would be an unforgivable disgrace and, thus, will not accept
it.”

W (1755) N(1030)
“Parents have begun to change their residences.”

W(9127) N(257)
“No! Is the answer.”

W(2460) N(2597)

“You might have a small minority that could do this but
public sentiment would frown on this step by any family in
the community.”

W(4224) N(66)
“I am certain beyond any doubt of this.”

W(2774) N(3036)
“Other observations support the above answer.”

W (1937) N(928)
“They are just not going to do it.”

W(999) N(1062)
“Customs and habits are not that easily changed.”
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W(1550) N(107)
“The location of the school in a small all Negro community
would negate this problem.”

W(8661) N(3624) I(91)
“Most Negro schools have been surrounded by a Negro
community.”

W(1571) N(2236)
“It would be difficult to keep them in the buildings they are
now in if Negro children were allowed to enter.”

W(675) N(764)

“Parents object to moving anything from a Negro school to
a white school and certainly would react even more to their
children attending the Negro school.”

W (2272) N(2638)
“It could only be done by extreme force.”

W (3250) N(1288)

“The white people refuse to use school books which have
been used by the Negroes. They refuse to ride busses which
have been used by the Negroes. They cannot stand the scent.
Pharoah’s army could not make them enter a school building
which has been used by the Negroes.”

W(3388) N(329)

“Our one Negro school building is average so far as comfort,
equipment and all those working tools that go to make up a
good school. Practically all of the children that would use
the Negro school plant would have to be transported, since
it lies a mile and one-fourth outside of the _........ school
district, the town of ............ and the _......... white school plant.
This building could probably be integrated into the ..........
school facilities as a grammar grade unit, since we have
enough children in the ...._.._... school to fill all classrooms in
the Negro school by simply moving four sixth grades, four
seventh grades and four eighth grades to this building. As
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for white parents selecting a school in which there were
Negro children, that is entirely out of the question.”

W (6468) N (4337)
“They would not attend such schools even if it meant no
" schools at all for their children.”

W (13,996) N(1604)
“Not for the first few years.”

W(7175) N(6916)
“Not at this time, though some of our buildings for Negro
children are better than for whites in some districts.”

W(11,458) N(4441)
“Not now.”
W (6631) N(313)

“No matter how adequate and if equal in all respects to the
white ones, it would be next to impogsible to get them to go.”

W(1926) N(533)
“They would go only after a complete renovation of the
plant.”

W (5347) N(2210)
“I think this is a recognized fact.”

W(6314) N(8521) 1(250)
“Many schools heretofore used for Negro children will not
be used for white people in our area.”

W (2409) N(562)
“By no means.”

W (3330) N(2681)
“They just wouldn’t go!”

W(8331) N(4023)
“There would be some for sake of novelty.”
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The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer “No” to question number 18 of the questionnaire, which
reads as follows:

“In the event that the Supreme Court should decree that
there should be a gradual adjustment brought about
from the existing segregated system of public schools
to a system not based on color distinction, and provided
that sufficient length of time were allowed for such
gradual adjustment, would the schools of your unit be
better able to cope with the problems presented by such
a decision?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W(1550) N(107)

“Our action should follow the State pattern. If the action is
inevitable I do not believe that prolonging it will help. We
are in the process of building and the present uncertainty is
complicating our problem.”

W(4194) N(3378)

“It.is my opinion that it would be better to operate just as
we are now with separate schools for white and Negro stu-
dents. That is the opinion of the principals of our three con-
solidated Negro schools.”

W (5417) N(766)

“I shudder when I think of what may and probably will
happen when the Supreme Court hands down its decree im-
plementing its previous decision with reference to segre-
gation in public schools.”

W(2571) N(1559)
“We do not think that integration would be for the best in-
terest of either white pupils or Negro. Gradual integration
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merely introduces the element of time and we do not believe
that time will correct a basic mistake. The people may finally
accept integration on a gradual basis, but it is our opinion
that the distaste for and resentment of such action will not
disappear.”

(Total 3400)
“Perhaps 15 to 20 years from now.”

W(2342) N(2685)

“The proportion of Negroes to whites is such that even
gradual adjustment would be fraught with serious resistance
and resultant interruption of the school program. I have no
reason to believe that gradualism would be any more accept-
able than immediate integration.”

W(8112) N(2177)
“The answer can only be ‘perhaps’.”

W(2774) N(3036)

“Of course gradual adjustment would be better than a sud-
den attempt, but any movement toward adjustment will pro-
duce tremendous difficulties in our county.”

W(3919) N(2223)
“See no way of implementing the decision.”

W(3669)

“Gradual adjustment could hardly apply in our case. What
would be considered the first step in gradual adjustment
elsewhere, would be total in our case.”

W (420) N(333)
“We would have serious problems even if a gradual adjust-
ment should be decreed.”

W(1795) - N(194)
“It is quite obvious, it seems, that this question is the one
with the ‘Stinger.” I do not think it has a place in this list—
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as only one answer is possible and if that is given—and used
in your summary—you can quite truthfully say: ‘According
to our summary, it is agreed that the gradual adjustment is
acceptable’—which I think, is misleading and untrue.”

W (1006) N(1127) 1(1100)

“It depends on the interpretation of the word gradual. If it
means that other communities enter into the situation suc-
cessfully and many years elapse, it might work; however, I
honestly, and with all sincerity, doubt if it will ever be work-
able. I believe it reasonable to state that it will never be work-
able until there has been a total change in local attitude, and
we all know how slowly deep-seated prejudices (whether right
or wrong) are modified. Qur total picture is that we are fac-
ing one of the most destructive decisions ever thrust upon
the American people, even greater than were the problems
of emancipation.”

v

The quotations below are comments made by county and
city superintendents of schools in explanation of their an-
swer ‘“Yes” to question number 18 of the questionnaire, which
reads as follows:

“In the event that the Supreme Court should decree that
there should be a gradual adjustment brought about from
the existing segregated system of public schools to a
system not based on color distinction, and provided that
sufficient length of time were allowed for such gradual
adjustment, would the schools of your unit be better
able to cope with the problems presented by such a
decision?”

The W, N, or I followed by numerals indicate the white,
Negro, or Indian school enrollment of the county and city
schools of the superintendent answering the questionnaire.

W(9619) N(7122)
“A gradual adjustment would certainly help school systems
to make the transition from segregated to non-segregated
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schools. It is going to be a difficult job at best. If on top of
all the other problems of adjustment which will have to be
met, Negro children were thrown in great numbers into the
white schools, there would be chaos, as the Negro boys and
girls, with very few exceptions, simply cannot do the same
quality of work. This would mean that many of these chil-
dren would fail to pass their work, not because of their color,
but for lack of intellectual ability, or background of experi-
ence, or bhoth, to do the required classroom work. The Negro
parents would then be inclined to accuse the schools of dis-
criminating against them which would not be true in these
instances. (The distinguished gentlemen of our Supreme
Court, because their experience has had to do with legal
matters and not in the area of public education, were natural-
ly not keenly aware of this difference in the general ability
and achievement of the two groups.)”

W(3281) N(811)
“This is the only way it will work here.”

W(2373) N(4419)
“The ‘gradual’ would help to adjust the difference in attain-
ments."”

W(3534) N(646)

“Provided a separate school to accommodate any colored and
white children who might be led to integrate were provided
on a trial basis.”

W(1523) N(1455)

“We believe only a few Negroes would attempt to enter the
schools normally serving the white race. If all schools were
open to either white or Negro children, we believe there would
be little change in this unit.”

W(5074) N(1287)
“Only way out—minimum of 15 years.”

W(1164) N(859)
“In my opinion, the Negroes in our school administrative
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unit are satisfied with their separate school.”

W (1490) N(1784)
“I think it would be many years before any appreciable
number of Negro students would actually seek admittance
to white schools here.”

W (2301) N(1702)
“As I said above, 25 years is the minimum time it would take
to carry out the integrated program.”

W (2262) N(1835)

“This method is the only possible way that I can see for our
schools here. Any other plan of integration will, in my
opinion, wreck the public schools in our administrative unit.”

W(6724) N(1827)

“There is a tendency toward integration. For example, the
ministers of our city only this month combined the work of
white and Negro ministers in the association of ministers.
Because of the good schools which now exist for Negroes, the
educational level of the Negro is rapidly going up. It will be
much easier to mix white and colored children 10 or 20 years
from now than it will be at the present time.”

W(5120) N(1683)
“It all depends upon what is meant by ‘sufficient length of
time.” In my opinion, 100 years would be too short.”

W(2117) N(1172)

“Providing the time allowed is sufficient. A year or two would
make little difference. On the other hand, if equal facilities
are provided over a ten to twenty year period the progress
made by Negro schools will appreciably improve the situa-
tion. Many people oppose integration just as bitterly on the
basis of the low standards that would come about as they
do on the basis of racial differences.”
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W (1878)
I would not be afraid of a gradual adjustment at the high
school level

W (2603) N(7753)

1t is my opinion that it would be most difficult to ever make
the adjustment to non segregated schools I do believe a
sufficient length of time would help to alleviate some of the
problems

W(17 926) N(7984)

We are making progress Our principals and supervisors
meet together Small groups of both races meet together in
professional meetings and in werkshops Even pupils from
both races are cooperating in some areas

W(3256) N(1455)
What is a gradual adjustment???? (Number of years??)

W(13 032) N(3557)

We are not ready for gradual adjustment to begin at once
Most of our white people are of this opinion I have talked
to many Negro leaders of this county including teachers and
principals Some of them think that they would be ready to
begin integration in about 20 years if they continue to make
progress Before the Negroes of this county will demand in
tegration there will have to be a great deal of agitation from
the outside Apparently that is coming at a rapid rate from
far and near The agitators that are near are few but get
support from a few some of whom represent large groups
and seem to speak for them without authority

W(2398) N(875)
This is my hope! The first ten years will be the hardest!

W(3295) N(1900)

If the leaders of both races can agree on a gradual adjust
ment and if our people are not disturbed by outside agitators
the problem will be facilitated
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W(5784) N(5991)

Funds are not in sight now to build all the facilities needed
for our present enrollment If funds were made available by
1960 we will need five years to build the space needed No
kind of integration can be considered before 1965

W (6253) N(50)
Time will help
W(6940) N(1862)
I think so

W(7118) N (5259)

Obviously we would be better able under these circum
stances but I do not know how well we could cope with the
pupils that would be aroused by even a gradual attempt at
integration

W (4548) N(916)
Time will not make integration more acceptable or de
sirable but may help in adjustment

W (2297) N(397)
The length of time could not be too short The situation
would still be difficult

W (2460) N(2597)
If you mean by gradual adjustment another generation some
thing might be done

W (3494) N(4163)

I think that if it has got to come that the shock would be
less severe if it came gradually It is my opinion that it would
be best to start at the 12th grade Here you would have a more
select group of Negroes There would be less opportunity
because of the short time that children would be together
for them to mingle and form friendships that might disturb
the parents At this age too you would find the children of
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both races when they are most tolerant My nose tells me
that the odor is less nauseating as the Negro children advance
in the grades

W(2774) N(3036)

Of course gradual adjustment would be better than a sud
den attempt but any movement toward adjustment will
produce tremendous difficulties in our county

W (1937) N(928)

If integration should start with the first grade only and
the children grew up together there would be less trouble
than otherwise

W (3885) N(74)
The general opinion in this community seems to be that
gradual adjustment is the only sensible solution

‘W (1826) N(1190)
It will not work otherwise

W (1987) N(1303)
If enough time is permitted We need 25 years

W(6211) N(1837)

Naturally I assume that our schools would fall into line
with the general State pattern which might be established
95 per cent of our people feel that the Supreme Court made a
Great Mistake in their May 17 decision

W(1755) N(1030)
A doubtful situation

W(552) N(371)

Where to begin is the 64 dollar question Our white people
in this county will not tolerate at any grade level manner
or time integration of white and Negro children

Until white and Negro adults can live together as the white
and Negro children would have to under the integration
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plan, I see no hope of public schools integrating peacefully.”

W(2651) N(344)

“Even with gradual adjustment we have every reason to
believe that we will be confronted with serious problems—
and as to these problems, I see no reasonable solution at the
present time.”

W(2905) N(798)

“The gradual transition should be completed 1959-60, begin-
ning with primary grades extending through elementary
next two years. First year high school by 1958-59. Complete
integration by 1959-60.”

W(2577) N(148)
“If left to their own choice, neither race in ............ will want
to go to school with the other race for years to come.”

W(1139) N(750)
“I honestly think that it will be a long time before the white
people of this community will agree to any integration.”

W (6437) N(2276)

“This opinion is based on observation of some Negro and
white children playing together before their prejudice has
had a chance to develop.”

W (1408) N(2212) 1(230)
“But they would have to have an awfully long time.”

W(3901) N(777)
“Gradual adjustment would require a very long time. Forced
adjustment will not succeed.”

W (2242) N(5125)

“This decision would cause or establish another segregated
group. The white financially able to send or establish white
or private schools would do so, causing the lower group eco-
nomically to be forced to integration. This would establish
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three groups which would cause our section of the country
to be divided three ways socially and economically. This
would cause people with wealth not to be interested in public
education and make it difficult to secure funds to operate our
schools. Therefore, I believe that the states and counties
should operate, support and control their school system.”

W(2795) N(1111)

“Prejudices are acquired, I think; not inherited. A change as
radical as has been proposed should by all means be a gradual
one if made at all. I believe a gradual pupil integration might
be made within a reasonable length of time. I am not so cer-
tain about teacher integration even then.”

W(9983) N(4822)

“As soon as the citizens see that the communist propaganda
as to the equality of the races is false, the reaction will be
violent. Too many college pink and red professors, imported
socialist writers, and ‘do-gooders’ religious dreamers have
brain-washed our citizens to the point that at first a minority
would accept the program. When the true situation becomes
apparent, there will be a violent reaction. The testing pro-
grams for several decades proves the propaganda false.”

W (3228) N(2515)
“It would probably require several decades.”

W(696) N(157)

“Any approach other than a gradual approach would be
fool-hardy and would show that the honorable gentlemen
on the Court did not realize the depth of feeling on this
matter.”

W(1130) N(811)

“Such a period of gradual adjustment should cover not less
than 25 years if it is to be gradual enough. This may not be
long enough.”
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W(4164) N(3107)
“If ‘gradual is interpreted to mean 10 to 25 years—Answer—
Yes”

W(1787) N(1575)

‘ Integration will have a better chance to succeed if it is done
gradually It cannot be done peacefully if done in a hurry
It may not be possible to do it peacefully even if done in a
gradual manner

W (3250) N(1288)

We are getting along fine with the schools as they are in this
county The Negroes do not want to attend the white schools
They seem to want more prestige If we can get good facilities
for all and are allowed to work out a long range plan we
could better get along and live in some degree of peace
otherwise there will be no peace We have this situation
Many Negroes now living in the North are sending their chil-
dren back to the South for school. Three cases or more like
this in one of our schools’

W (6468) N(4337)

This should be at a snail’s’ pace if it has to come at all Qur
people are not ready for it and many of them will have no
part of it’

W(3388) N(329)

This is the only way that it might be accomplished in
County A little at a time One grade this year and another
grade next year I would suggest that not less than 10 years
be given to us in order to bring about compete integration’

W (2272) N(2638)
This type of integration would cause lots of trouble but it
would be better than an attempt of immediate integration’

W(675) N(764)
“ Sufficient length of time’ ¢an be a long time Just as death
postponed is better than death now so integration postponed
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is better than integration now At the moment it appears
that integration will not be welcome in the foreseeable future

W(1571) N(2236)
Would probably be less people involved at one time but we
will have troube in County with any plan to desegre

gate schools Much hatred and bitterness will be generated
that never existed previously

W (8661) N(3624) 1(91)
Any extreme change in a social order must be accomplished
over a long period of time

W(999) N(1062)

Our schools will follow both by choice and by necessity a
State pattern We are part of a State School System and we
have no desire to combat the State s policy I am confident
after serving as school superintendent in for thirty-
one years that even the State cannot wipe out segregation
at one fell swoop without seriously impairing the public
school system If non segregation every comes in North
Carolina it will have to be by degress and it will require a
long time

W(3738) N(None)

It is my opinion that should such be made the law of the
land people would gradually grow to accept it for most people
feel that it is morally right to do so but have strong prejudices
to overcome in seeing such put into actuality

W (1835) N(None) 1(393)

We need a terribly long period and I dont believe our peo
ple will go along with the integrated schools for many many
years willingly

W (1000) N(675)
Integration beginning with the first grade will greatly
lessen the trouble we are all bound to have with this thing
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W (1270) N(1090)

This cannot be peacefully and successfully done until the
people change At present the majority of both races are
against mixing I have no idea how long gradual means It
must mean when the people change and are willing to accept
integration

W(2694) N(1492)
The process would have to be very gradual for it to be
accepted at all

WwW(1831) N(235)
We yield to the affirmative as to its comparative implication
and not as to in any measure conceding to sanction

W (2409) N(562)
By all means

W(2629) N(953)

If enough time were given sufficient preparation could be
made in schools of both races for the change It is my opinion
that with a sufficient amount of careful preparation and train
ing on the part of teachers children parents and the public
integration could be accomplished

W(3330) N(2681)
Time makes a difference in solving any problem I suppose
a grade at a time would be best

W(766) N(891)
This seems to be the only way out

W (13 996) N(1604)

Start in the first grades in a few schools (those from whom
we could get an approval of the School Committee and P T A
leadership) It will take ten or twelve years to get it started
in all the schools in our county
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W(14,452) N(2475)
“In my opinion, this is the only plan which offers hope of a
tolerable solution of the problem.”

W(7175) N(6916)

“Fifteen or twenty years ago talk of voting by Negroes was
considered, ‘political heresy’ by whites in this area. It is now
accepted by change in public opinion.”

W (8669) N(644)
“Our people are becoming more tolerant and if given time
will work it out.”

W(6631) N(313)
“Even then it will take many years. No law can be enforced
when public sentiment is opposed to it.”

W (1926) N(533)

“To accomplish any change it is necessary to educate the
public to the change. An abrupt change of this type can only
cause friction until the whites and Negroes are educated for
it.”

W (3137) N(2210)
“To what degree, I do not know.”

W(6314) N(3521) 1(250)

“If the Supreme Court should decree that each county or each
community be given the opportunity to choose their own
school, I do not believe that any racial problems will arise
in our unit. Our Negroes and whites are interested in equal
but separate facilities. If this desire is met, I believe general-
ly our system will continue to operate without problems.”

W (8331) N(4023)
“Much time is needed for children and parents to prepare for
integration (at least 10 years).”
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EXHIBIT 8

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL AND QUESTIONNAIRE
TO SHERIFFS AND CHIEFS OF POLICE, WITH
TABULATION OF ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
1 THROUGH 10, INCLUSIVE.

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
RALEIGH

5 October 1954

To the Sheriffs and Chiefs of Police of North Carolina:

In the re-argument of the school segregation cases in the
Supreme Court of the United States, which is scheduled to
begin December 6, the Court has requested the answers to
two questions which they have submitted, the first relating
to the immediate mixing of the races in the public schools
and the other to a gradual integration of these schools.

There is enclosed to you herewith two copies of the ques-
tionnaire which I am sending to the sheriffs throughout the
State and chiefs of police in the larger cities. I will appre-
ciate it if you will answer the questions contained in this ques-
tionnaire and return it to me by October 12 if possible. You
may retain one copy for your file. Your candid answers to
these questions will be of great assistance to me in present-
ing North Carolina’s case to the Supreme Court.

No publication will be made of the answer given by the
various sheriffs and chiefs of police to these questions. Only
the results will be shown in tabulated form in our brief pre-
sented to the Supreme Court. I suggest that no publicity be
given to this matter.

Yours very truly,
s/ Harry McMullan
HARRY McMULLAN,
Attorney General
Enclosures
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QUESTIONS FOR SHERIFFS AND CHIEFS OF POLICE

1.

Name of county or City: .o

2. How long have you been engaged in police work? ......._..

In all of the following questions, assume all white and Negro
children are to be assigned to schools nearest their homes
without regard to race.

1.

Do you think there would be likelihood of violence among
racial groups of students which would seriously interfere
with the operations of schools in your city or county?
(Answer “Yes” or “No.”) Yes—193 No—6 DK.—1
Make such explanation of your answer as you care to
make.

. Do you think there would be likelihood of such violence

involving parents and others who are not students?
(Answer “Yes” or “No.”) Yes—191 No—6 D.K.—~3
Make such explanation of your answer as you care to
make.

Do you think there would be danger of such violence on
school busses or where children wait for busses?
(Answer “Yes” or “No.”) Yes—195 No—3 D.K.-—2
Make such explanation of your answer as you care to
make.

Do you consider your present police force sufficient to
preserve the general peace and order in your jurisdiction
if such intermixing of white and Negro children in the
public schools were to occur?

(Answer “Yes” or “No.”)  Yes—14 No—182 D.K.—3
Make such explanation of your answer as you care to
make.

In your opinion, generally, would parents of white chil-
dren permit them to attend a school in which a sub-
stantial number of the students are Negroes?

(Answer “Yes” or “No.”) Yes—4 No—189 DX —7
Make such explanation of your answer as you care to
make.

In your opinion, would racial conflicts result if white
children are disciplined by Negro teachers?

(Answer “Yes” or “No.”) Yes—197 No—2 DXK.—1
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11.
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Make such explanation of your answer as you care to
make. '
In your opinion, generally, would parents of Negro chil-
dren permit them to attend a school in which a substantial
number of the students are white?
(Answer “Yes” or “No.”) Yes—111 No—71 DXK.—17
Make such explanation of your answer as you care to
make.
In your opinion, would racial conflicts result if Negro
children are disciplined by white teachers?
(Answer “Yes” or “No.”) Yes—147 No—41 D.K.—7
Make such explanation of your answer as you care to
make.
In your opinion, would the mixing of the races in the
public schools cause such conflicts as to increase the
danger of malicious destruction to school property, such
as the burning of school buildings or school busses?
(Answer “Yes” or “No.”) Yes—173 No—17 D.K.—8
Make such explanation of your answer as you care to
make.
If the mixing of the races in public schools were brought
about by a gradual process, according to plans of inte-
gration considered feasible by local school authorities, in
your opinion would the danger of violence in racial
clashes be reduced or eliminated?
(Answer “Yes” or “No.”) Yes—74 No—108 D.K.—17
As the result of your observation and conversations which
you have had with citizens of your county or city, do
you find the attitude of the majority to be:

White Negro
For Segregation
For Non-segregation
Indifferent

(Note: The answers to this question were in such form
as to prevent tabulation. Every officer replying indicated
that the majority of the people in his jurisdiction favor
segregation.)

October ... , 1954, .
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A JOINT RESOLUTION STATING THE POLICY OF THE STATE OF NORTH
CAROLINA WITH REFERENCE TG THE MIXING OF THE CHILDREN OF
DIFFERENT RACES IN THE PUBLIC SCHCGGOLS OF THE STATE, AND
CREATING AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION,

WHEREAS, Governor William B. Umstead, shortly before
his death, appointed a Special Advisory Committee on Education,
composed of outstanding citizens of our State of both races,
to study the difficult and far reaching problems presented by
the May 17, 1954, decision of the Supreme Court of the United
States on the question of segregation in the public schools,
and our present Governor, Honorable Luther H. Hodges, recom-
missioned that Committee soon after assuming the duties of
Governor of North Carolina, and said Committee filed its re-
port with the Governor on December 30, 1954, which report
stated, among other things, the following:

“"The mixing of the races forthwith in the public
schools throughout the state cannot be accom-
plished and should not be attempted. The schools
of our state are so intimately related to the
customs and feelings of the people of each com-
munity that their effective operation is impos=
sible except in conformity with community atti-
tudes. The Committee feels that the compulsory
mixing of the races in our schools, on a state=-
wide basis and without regard to local conditions
and assignment factors other than race, would
alienate public support of the schools to such .
an extent that they could not be operated suc~
cessfully.” and
WHEREAS, his Excellency, the Governor of North Caro-

lina, has transmitted the report of this Special Committee to
this General Assembly recommending it as the policy for this
State to follow, and

WHEREAS, the Attorney General of the State of North

Carolina has filed a brief with the Supreme Court of the United

States in the pending segregation cases before said court, which

brief states, among other things, the followings



“"The people of North Carolina know the value of
the public school. They also know the value of
a social structure in which two distinct races
can live together as separate groups, each proud
of its own contribution to that society and re-
cognizing its dependence upon the other group.
They are determined, if possible, to educate
all of the children of the State. They are also
determined to maintain their society as it now
exists with separate and distinct racial groups
in the North Carolina community.

"The people of North Carolina firmly believe that
the record of North Carolina in the fieid of edu-
cation demonstrates the practicability of educa-
tion of separate races in separate schools. They
also believe that the achievements of the Negro
people of North Carolina demonstrate that such
an educational system has not instilled in them
any sense of inferiority which handicaps them
in their efforts to make lasting and substantial
contributions to their state.”®

NOCW, THEREFORE,
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate
concurrings

Section 1. That the report of the Governor's Special
Advisory Committee on Education and the brief of the Attorney
General of North Carolina, filed in the Supreme Court of the
United States in the pending segregation cases, are hereby ap~
proved as a declaration of the policy of the State of North
Carolina with respect to the serious problems in public edu-
cation created by the opinion of the Supreme Court of the
United States handed down on May 17, 1954,

Sec. 2. That the mixing of the races in the public
schools within the State cannot be accomplished and 1f attempted
would alienate public support of the schools to such an extent

that they could not be operated successfully.



Sec. 3. (a) In order to provide for a continuing
study, of the problems which may arise as a result of the de-
cision of the United States Supreme Court on May 17, 1954,
and to provide counsel and advice to the Governor, the General
Assembly, the State Board of Education and the county and
local school boards throughout the State, there is hereby
created a committee to be known as The Advisory Committee on
Education.

(b) The Committee shall consist of seven members to
be appointed by the Governor for terms of two years, or until
their successors are appointed. Two members of the Committee
shall be appointed from the membership of the Senate, two from
the membership of the House of Representatives, and three from
the public at large. The Governor shall designate one member
of the Committee to be its Chairman,

(¢c) The Committee shall be authorized to employ an
executive secretary and such other assistants as it may from
time to time, with the approval of the Governor, find necessary.
The salaries of the executive secretary and of all other assist-
ants employed by the Committee shall be fixed by the Committee,
with the approval of the Governor, and shall be paid, together
with all other necessary and proper expenses of the Committee,
from the Contingency and Emergency Fund.

(d) The Committee shall make a continuing study of
the problems which exist and may arise in this State directly
or indirectly from the decision of the Supreme Court of the

United States on May 17, 1954, in the matter of separate schools
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for the races. The Committee shall from time to time report
to the Governor its findings and recommendations, and shall,
so far as it may\find practicable, provide counsel, informa-
tion and advice to the General Assembly, the State Board of
Education and the county and local school boards when requested
by them to do so.

(e) The Committee is authorized to call upon the
Attorney General for such legal advice as it shall deem nec-
essary.

Sec; 4. This resolution shall be in full force and

effect from and after its adoption.





